Wood ecology and vegetation
Within the woodland areas of Morden
Park, you will see collections of dead
wood.
These woodpiles, or eco-piles, are a very
important ecological aspect of natural woodlands
as they provide an array of microhabitats that are
important to many different plants and animals.
Also located in the woodland are many standing
trees, which have some dead parts. We call
these trees standing deadwood and, like the
eco-piles, they provide habitats for a great
number of plants
and animals.

Standing deadwood

Several different species of lichen, fungi,
mosses and invertebrates (beetles, moths,
ants, etc.) rely on dead wood for
their habitat and food. Some
species only occur on the dead
wood from a specific type of tree.
A two metre long piece of dead wood
will provide a home for as many as 50
different species of insect. These
insects are an invaluable food
source for many birds and some
mammals. You can often see
birds busily hopping around
the eco-piles as they pick off
some of their favourite foods.
The fungi you see growing on
the wood helps the wood to
decay. As the wood starts to rot,
the nutrients that helped the tree
to grow begin to move back into
the soil.

Toad by log

Stag beetle

Oyster fungus

This recycling of nutrients is important in
maintaining a healthy woodland system
and ensuring productive soil for years to
come. Some trees can take up to 40 years
to break down
entirely and it is
often said that
dead wood
contains more
life than a
living tree due
to the amount
of organisms
that utilise the decaying material.
Young trees and shrubs help to
replace older trees as they die
naturally, and maintain the park for
future years.
Trees are planted by Merton Council in
partnership with Trees for Cities and with
the support of local volunteers from
schools and community groups.
For more information on Morden Park visit
www.merton.gov.uk/mordenpark

