
WS5: Green infrastructure

Planted 6,000 whips and 12 standard trees as part of 
Cranmer Green Community Woodland Scheme.

Adopted Merton’s Tree Strategy 2023-2029 which sets out the way
the council will manage and enhance trees on public land in the borough.

Key areas of progress in 2023

Joined the ‘Trees for Streets’ Street Tree Sponsorship Scheme and received over 85 
requests to adopt a street tree. This equates to £17K investment in new street tree 
planting with a priority to planting trees in low canopy wards.

Planted 20 disease resistant Elm Trees during the Queens 
Green Canopy Commemorative Tree Planting programme; 
one for each Merton Ward.

Constructed a large green infrastructure Sustainable 
urban Drainage System (SuDS) for Raynes Park Town 
Centre on Pepys Road.

Achieved new Green Flag Award Status for Cannizaro Park.

Designed a SuDs pocket park improvement scheme 
at Home Park Road and Kenilworth Green and 
installed a SuDS raingarden at Madeira Road.

Supported and funded the third year of the Climate Action Group’s Merton 
Garden Streets initiative run by Sustainable Merton, with 129 streets signed-up 
in 2023.

Supported the examination of Merton’s draft 
Local Plan which includes several Green and Blue 
Infrastructure policies.

Proactively engaging with the Independent Merton Greenspace Forum and 
Merton’s existing Friends of Parks network to share knowledge and 
experience as well as encourage new groups to form.

Key priorities for 2024
Scope Phase 2 of Merton’s Tree Strategy for the management of trees on private land.

Plant 2500 whips at Morden Park Lower Field with Trees for Cities and 2500 
whips at Hillcross Avenue perimeter with Merton Friends of the Earth.

Adopt Merton’s new Green Infrastructure 
policies.

Deliver a Green Infrastructure SuDS 
scheme in Mitcham town centre.

Deliver a large flood alleviation and 
river restoration scheme in Derwent 
Road Flood Wash, in Lower Morden.

Apply for new Green Flag Award Status for Canons House and Grounds, 
Haydons Road Rec, and Holland Gardens.
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