
Statement of Common Ground between 

London Borough of Merton and 

Historic England 

October 2022 

On Stage 2 Inspectors’ Matters, Issues and Questions: Matter 5 ‘Site allocation Wi3’ 
 

1. Historic England and Merton Council entered into a statement of common ground dated 10th June 2022 on Site allocation Wi3 (link to Statement of 
Common Ground). 
 

2. Page 2 of this statement contained an action point for the council. 
Action point: The Council to produce a supplementary evidence document for the Local Plan that summarises the historic and current information 
from a heritage perspective and clearly defines the parameters for the allocation, taking on board the opportunities and constraints present on site.  
 
It is important that the supplementary document is not seen to predetermine the planning applications. Both parties agree that the relevant 
information likely exists, but it is not easily identifiable or readily accessible as part of the new local plan’s evidence base. 
 

3. Merton Council produced a topic paper as supplementary evidence and it is submitted to Merton’s Local Plan examination as part of the council’s 
Hearing Statement on Main Matter 5 – dated September 2022. (see link to Merton Council’s Stage 2 Main Matter 5 Hearing Statement plus 
appendices including the topic paper)  
 
Areas of agreement 

4. Historic England and Merton Council agree that the topic paper accompanying the council’s statement on Main Matter 5 – Stage 2 accords with the 
requirements of the above action point with the addition of the following sentence to the “Views” section: Church Road approximately follows the 
course of the historic main approach to the Marlborough House / Wimbledon Park House site, with the intended views of the lake obscured by 
twentieth century golf course planting. The extract overleaf shows the sentence in its proposed location. 
 

5. Historic England welcomes the work carried out in relation to the Topic Paper and the subsequent proposed modifications to the policy. Historic 
England support the proposed modifications to Site Wi3 as set out in the Schedule of Main Modifications (LBM13), incorporated into the Local Plan 
(LBM15) and in the council’s Stage 2 Hearing Statement to Main Matter 5.  



 

 

Signed for on behalf of Historic England by:  

Name – Katie Parsons  

Job Title – Historic Environment Planning Adviser 

Signature  

 

Signed for on behalf of Merton Council by:  

Name – Tara Butler  

Job Title – Deputy FutureMerton manager 

Signature  


