Morden Park

Morden Park, one of the London Borough
of Merton's flagship parks has become
parl of the Capital Woodlands Project

The Capital Woodlands Project is |

a London Biodiversity Farinership
project supported by the Heritage
Loitery Fund and managed by Trees
for Cities. The project aims to raise

the public's appreciation of these
woodlands by increasing access to the
sites and creating new wildlife habitats.

The park has been a public area since
1945 but was first enclosed a8 part
of a private estate in 1770

when the Morden Park House

was built for the distiller

and merchant John Ewart.

His estate formed most of the
boundaries of the currant park but

at that time a lot of the land was

still used for agriculture. You
might notice that there are sfill

some lines of mature
trees throughout

the park - thess
could have besen
field boundanies.
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Dwring the 2002 CQueen
Elizabeth || Jubilee Year,
local school children
weare involved in planting

native whips over the old

cycling frack. This area is
now called the Jubiles
Whoodland.

Another small woodand
area was planted in 2005
to commemorate the
death of &dmiral Lord
Melson, the borough's
famous past residant.
This area is known
as the Trafalgar
Woodland.

Farts of the existing wooded areas in the park
are over 250 years old. Some of these new
wooded areas should last for the same amount
of ime, if not more, and so will be appreciated
by future generations. As well as making the

park evan more beautiful than it is, they create
nawy habitats for birds, other plants and fungi.

Many insecis will inhabit the
woadlands. Besles, bufierflies
and moths will be the easiest
to spot. If you are lucky, you
may see & stag beetle during
the warmer summer maonth
along with many other inveriebrates.

Birds are the easiest woodland inhabitants to spot
and the most common present here are wood pigeon,
wuoodpacker, chiffchaff, blackbird, great fit,

starling, mapgpie and carrion crow. Thera h

are some breeding pairs of tawny owl
and sparrmwhenvk inthe park. The new
wooded areas will provide shelter
and food for many of these birds.

Did you know?

As well aa being important
for woodlands and
wildife, the park is

of historical interest.
In the centre of the park is the
small hill known as The Mound. s
exact history s still unknewn but it could
b= 8 pagan burial mound dating back over 15m;rm

There is also evidence of a Roman road, Stane Srest,
runming throwgh the park., which dates back to 76 AD.

Trees for Cibes is an independent charity set up in 1993
o work with local communities an free planfing projects.
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