Liability order

Once a liability order has been awarded it gives the council other means for collecting the debt. 

· We can make an attachment to your earnings so that a percentage of your wage/salary is paid each day/week/month to clear your debt 

· We can make an attachment to your income support, job seekers allowance, pension credits or employment support allowance so that an amount is paid each week from your benefit to clear your debt 

· Bailiffs can be instructed. They will charge you extra for this 

· If you owe £1,000.00 or more and you own your property a charging order can be made at county court.  When your property is sold, your debt will be paid from the proceeds. 

· If your debt is over £5,000 the council may go to court and request a bankruptcy petition, resulting in your assets being sold to cover your debts. If this action is taken, high costs are involved and you could lose your home. 

· We can summons you back to court for a means enquiry hearing and if it is found that you had the means to pay but did not pay your council tax you could be sent straight to prison for up to 3 months. 

Appealing against a Liability Order
A Liability Order can only be challenged by an appeal to the High Court by way of: 

· Case stated on a point of law (must be done within 21 days via the Magistrates Court)

· Judicial review (within 3 months) 

Case Stated: 

· The aggrieved person can question the magistrates decision on the grounds that it is wrong in law or is in excess of their powers  

· The application must be made within 21 days of the liability order hearing  

· If the magistrates believe the application is frivolous, they can refuse to state the case 

· If the magistrates refuse to state a case, the High Court can make an order requiring the magistrates to state the case 

· The High Court would then hear the case and make a decision based on the facts. 

In either of the above, you should seek independent legal advice. 

