
27th February 2013

Strategic Policy and Research
Future Merton
London Borough of Merton
12th Floor Civic Centre
London Road,
Morden. SM4 5DX.

Dear Sir/Madam

DRAFT SITES AND POLICIES DPD: SITE 48B 84-88 BUSHEY ROAD, RAYNES PARK, SW20 0JH

On behalf of Blossom House School I enclose representations to the above document in respect of
‘Site Proposal 48b’. As we explain below, the School consider that the site should be prioritised for
Educational Use.

a) Background

As described in the draft DPD, Site 48b currently comprises vacant office/warehouse buildings which
are locally listed. To the east of the site is a “Pets at Home” store and, beyond that, a primary
school. To the north, on the opposite side of Bodnant Gardens, are two storey houses. To the south
is Bushey Road (A298) and to the west is the vacant Apex House complex of vacant industrial
buildings (referred to as site 48a).
The DPD confirms that marketing evidence specific to the site illustrates that office occupiers are not
attracted to this location.
Blossom House, Wimbledon is a specialist school for pupils aged 3-19 with Speech, Language and
Communication Impairments many of whom have associated problems with memory, sensory
processing, motor skills and organisation. Many of the pupils at the school have a diagnosis of
dyslexia, dyspraxia, attention deficit disorder and autistic spectrum disorder and often a combination
of these. Inevitably these difficulties will have a far reaching impact on the lives of these children by
affecting their ability to access a mainstream curriculum, their confidence and self-esteem, their
ability to make relationships as well as their ability to function successfully in society. Statistics
indicate that a large majority of children who present with a similar profile will end up in the prison
service or with mental health needs. The number of these ‘disabled pupils’ is increasing so it is
essential that appropriate provision grows to meet these needs. It is therefore essential for these
young people to receive the specialist support and remediation that they both need and is their
right.

Blossom House started with 4 pupils 20 years ago. There are now over 160 pupils on role and an
ever-increasing number of children wanting assessments. The London Borough of Merton fund a
significant number of places as do other Local Authorities from all around London.



b) Opportunity

Preliminary pre-application discussions have taken place with LB Merton in respect of site 48b.
The site at Bushey Road would enable the school to continue to grow, develop its expertise and
provide an intervention programme for these extremely vulnerable children who will then have a
positive future and be able to contribute to society.
The attached design study explains how Blossom House School could be successfully incorporated
into the existing buildings. The sites good transport accessibility, proximity to existing residential
areas and nearby schools means it well suited to educational use.
The enclosed design study also explains other key benefits of the proposals including:

 Employment opportunities for additional teaching, care and support staff, with
approximately 180 staff overall;

 Community use of multi-purpose hall and sports facilities;

 Improvement to appearance of the site through the introduction of landscaping etc;

 Sustainable benefits associated reusing existing buildings; and

 Sensitive re-use of important locally listed building.

c) Comments on DPD

The school welcome the acknowledgment of the possibility of educational use within the DPD.
However, it should be made clearer that this is the preferred future use and can be delivered
independently. Only an educational use can deliver the above benefits. Given the sites location
away from designated town centres neither site 48a nor site 48b appear to lend themselves to
redevelopment for retail warehousing.
We note that the Government is introducing planning reforms aimed at prioritising changes of use to
educational premises. Announcements in January 2013 associated with the Growth and
Infrastructure Bill set out a series of proposed reforms which are intended to ensure the planning
system facilitates school delivery.
We also note that the re-use of an employment site for educational purpose is consistent with the
NPPF which was published after the Council adopted its Core Strategy. Paragraph 22 states as
follows:

22. Planning policies should avoid the long term protection of sites allocated for
employment use where there is no reasonable prospect of a site being used for that
purpose. Land allocations should be regularly reviewed. Where there is no reasonable
prospect of a site being used for the allocated employment use, applications for
alternative uses of land or buildings should be treated on their merits having regard to
market signals and the relative need for different land uses to support sustainable local
communities. [Our Emphasis]

We trust the enclosed is clear, and you will confirm receipt and keep us informed on the
progress of the DPD.

Yours faithfully,

Joanna Burgess

BLOSSOM HOUSE SCHOOL
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Introduction 
 
 
This statement  has been prepared to accompany   
a submission for formal Pre-Application Planning Advice 
for the change of use and conversion of existing buildings 
and external areas at 84-86 Bushey Road  Raynes Park  
SW20 0JW for future use as a school. 
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Site location plan  NTS 
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01. Existing Site & Buildings 
 
 
 
Site area of  1.4 hectares (3.5 acres)  
 
Existing three storey office building  with a total floor area 
of 5,280 sq m 
 
Existing industrial unit with  a floor area of 998 sq m 

Extract from Agent’s brochure 
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01. Existing Site & Buildings 
 
 
 
 

Aerial view  (Approximate site boundary shown in red) 
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02. Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development is to accommodate the relocation of a specialist 
independent day school for children from age 3 to 19 years with speech, language 
and communication difficulties. Providing full-time education for those children who 
continue to require an integrated programme of learning in a caring and highly 
supportive environment, following the National Curriculum specially adapted to 
meet the individual needs of pupils. The existing school is currently accessed by 
children from 18 Local Authorities and the potential relocation would offer excellent 
accessibility by public transport and car. 
 
It is proposed to retain the existing office building and industrial warehouse unit 
and remodel them for school use. It can be seen that the existing office building 
will readily adapt to classroom usage with suitable ceiling heights and generous 
windows that relate to a classroom module. The industrial warehouse unit will 
readily adapt to a stand-alone multi-purpose sports hall/performance space, also 
offering out-of-hours access for community use. 
 
External areas will be reconfigured to provide staff and visitor car parking, secure 
covered cycle parking, pupil drop-off/pick-up, hard and soft play areas and sports 
facilities. These external works will involve replacing existing car park areas with 
new soft landscaping and planting, including nature areas and trails, to create a 
range of spaces of different sizes and characters to respond to the needs of 
different age groups across the school. 
  
It is anticipated that the school will have a future capacity of up to 300 pupils, with 
approximately 180 staff. However, the school would start with a capacity of 160 
pupils and 100 staff (transferred from another site within the London Borough of 
Merton), with numbers gradually increased over a 6-7 year period by additional 
intakes each year. The potential for child-minding and creche facilities will also be 
considered. The capacity of the site has been verified against the guidance 
provided by Building Bulletin 102 (Designing for Children with Special Education 
Needs). It is noted that the specialist nature of the school involves a high staff to 
pupil ratio to deliver the care and support.  
  
School operating hours will be 6:30am-11:00pm, including pre-school and evening 
events, along with community use. 
  
The benefits of the proposed development are noted as follows:   

 Employment opportunities for additional teaching, care and support staff 
 Community use of multi-purpose hall and sports facilities 
 Positive environmental/ecological impact by the introduction of soft 

landscaping and reduction of car parking areas 
 Highly sustainable strategy of ‘recycling’ the existing buildings 
 Respecting the ‘local listing’ and character of the landmark frontage 

building, by its retention and refurbishment for a compatible and long-
term sustainable future use 
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Appendix A    
Site Location Plan @ 1:1250 Scale          

 
 



 


