
Advice for Schools

Following the violent incident in Woolwich on Wednesday 22nd. May 2013
Talking about Difficult Things in RE
This document from London Borough of Merton Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) includes one that was prepared by Lewisham SACRE and with their permission is now attached and adapted for Merton schools.
The London Borough of Merton and the Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) – Merton
To all Merton schools

Dear Headteacher,

As part of a response to the recent incident at Woolwich where a young soldier was murdered in a very public way, and in order to think about how to prepare ourselves to work with our children if anything happens in the future that is very challenging we as the Merton Local Authority and the Merton SACRE are sending this document.

Merton SACRE (Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education) has local representatives from the major faith and belief groups and presents to the borough the Locally Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education for Merton. Educating children about the faiths and beliefs in our midst Religious Education is very important and helps to bring understanding and more peaceful relationships locally and nationally.

Following this introduction is some work recently done by Lewisham SACRE and the Southwark Diocese Board of Education on dealing with situations like this. We are very grateful for their work, and their willingness for us to adapt it for Merton use.
Merton SACRE join with Lewisham SACRE by saying that along with all the main faiths in Great Britain the local and national Muslim organisations have strongly condemned the murder recent carried out in Woolwich.

Our local Merton SACRE represents Muslims linked to the Muslim Council of Britain and also the Ahmadiyya Muslim Association which has its’ large mosque in Morden.

The Muslim Council of Britain said the following on 22 May 2013:

Muslims Condemn Attack on Soldier in Woolwich
	 
	· No cause justifies this murder

· A barbaric act that has no basis in Islam and we condemn this unreservedly

· Vast majority of British Muslims acknowledge armed forces for the work they do

· Calls for calm and unity in all communities

The Muslim Council of Britain this evening spoke out, in the strongest possible terms, the news of a horrific murder that has taken place in Woolwich, London. Eye-witnesses suggest that the murderers made Islamic slogans during their heinous action and were thus motivated by their Islamic faith. 

This is a truly barbaric act that has no basis in Islam and we condemn this unreservedly. Our thoughts are with the victim and his family. We understand the victim is a serving member of the Armed Forces.  Muslims have long served in this country’s Armed Forces, proudly and with honour. This attack on a member of the Armed Forces is dishonourable, and no cause justifies this murder.

This action will no doubt heighten tensions on the streets of the United Kingdom. We call on all our communities, Muslim and non-Muslim, to come together in solidarity to ensure the forces of hatred do not prevail. It is important we allow our police authorities to do their job without speculation. We also urge the utmost vigilance and ask the police authorities to calm tensions.


http://www.mcb.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2333&Itemid=93 

The Ahmadiyya Association in Morden invited people to pray about the soldier and his family – reported in the Wimbledon Guardian on 24th May 2013 and on the Ahmadiyya website:

Five thousand Muslims gathered at Morden mosque this afternoon to condemn the Woolwich terror attack. 

Worshippers from the Ahmadiyya Muslim community congregated at the Baitul Futuh Mosque, in London Road, to offer prayers to Drummer Lee Rigby who was murdered on the streets of south London in broad daylight on Wednesday. 

Merton’s borough commander Darren Williams and Mitcham and Morden MP Siobhain McDonagh were present at the mosque - the largest in western Europe - in a show of solidarity against extremism. 

Fears of a backlash from far-right activists meant there was a heavy police presence, but the event went peacefully. 

National president of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Association UK Rafiq Hayat said: "We stand united with the rest of the country in sharing the deep sorrow and pain following the horrific senseless attack on Wednesday. 

"Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Drummer Lee Rigby. 

"We hope that the perpetrators of this crime that is based on a twisted and warped ideology are brought to justice." 

He added: "Islam is a religion of compassion and peace; a religion which considers the killing of an individual akin to killing the whole of humankind. Such acts of violence, therefore, have absolutely no place in Islam and can never be justified." 

Farooq Aftab, from the Ahmadiyya Muslim Association, added: "We assured the community that we are standing together, not just the Muslim community, but the whole community - represented here today by the borough commander and the local MP. 

"We completely condemn an act of violence. I think Merton has shown that we will stand as one as a community. 

He added: "There is no room for extremism." 

Inflammatory words

The terms that the media often use for their headlines and articles can make an event such as this so much more inflammatory, and schools need to find words in these situations that calm the tensions and reflect the thoughts of the faith and belief groups in Merton that have condemned the murder out of hand.
Schools must ensure that any form of stereotyping is discouraged, and that people committing terrorist attacks are not seen to be typical of the vast numbers of the rest of the faith.

The following pages are the Lewisham document. 

(Keith Shipman

Education Inclusion Merton LA )
Peter Kendrick

Chair of SACRE Merton

SACRE Advice for Schools

Following the violent incident in Woolwich on Wednesday 22nd. May 2013

Members of the SACRE are shocked and saddened by the tragic death of Drummer Lee Rigby and also many of the events which have taken place since. Following concerns from individuals and representatives of interest and faith groups, SACRE has considered, reflected and formulated the following support and advice.

Religious Education

SACRE members wish to remind teachers of the following Aims of RE as stated amongst other Aims (as shown)  in the local Agreed Syllabus:

Religious education in schools celebrates the diversity of religious and human experience. It encourages pupils to grow with the knowledge, skills, sensitivity and understanding to develop as confident and productive members of their local multifaith community and the world. 

Religious education should help pupils to: 

· develop a positive attitude towards other people, respecting their right to hold different beliefs from their own and towards living in a society of many religions and beliefs; 

· acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions and non-religious world views represented in Great Britain; 

· develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures; 

· develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral issues, with reference to their own beliefs and the teachings of the principal religions and beliefs represented in Great Britain; 

· enhance their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development by: 

· developing awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by human experiences, and how religious teachings and philosophies can relate to them; 

· responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religions and to their own understanding and experience; 

· developing the ability to reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of their study. 

It is challenging for all members of a multifaith community to see interpretations of their own and other faiths and beliefs that they do not recognise, particularly when these lead to actions that are illegal, shocking and inconsistent with their own understanding of the faith.  There will be many teachers, governors, pupils and parents/carers who will question the validity of the way that RE presents the faiths and beliefs in the syllabus following such tragedies as the death of Drummer Rigby, particularly Islam. However it is important that we listen to and acknowledge the statements from the faith communities and trust that the core beliefs and practices presented in the syllabus are valid and expressed honestly.

Such a shocking incident on the streets of south London show us clearly how vital it is  that we learn to know and understand each other and are able to have informed and respectful discussions in order to learn lessons from the events and appropriately consider their impact on and empathise with the communities involved. This in turn should contribute towards developing greater understanding between and of our multifaith community and strengthen community cohesion.

Pupils will begin to make judgements about religious and moral issues influenced by their developing knowledge and understanding, but also influenced by exposure to the media and those around them. This will make its way into school and may manifest in argument, disagreement and possibly fearful behaviour or intimidation. Schools will need to be vigilant to instances of bullying or aggression as well as distress. Pupils at different ages and abilities may or may not have a broad enough vocabulary or repertoire to debate and try to organise their thinking. This may then take place in any school lesson but particularly in RE lessons. 

Schools, as major institutions within their community, have a key role to play in supporting their pupils and the families of their pupils, along with other members of the school community, and part of that support will come through accurate, complete and honest RE which allows pupils to engage in asking difficult questions, considering challenging contexts but also learning an accurate and balanced understanding of faiths, particularly, in the light of this incident, Islam.

This honest dialogue and sharing of human values along with true understanding of the richness of our diversity in our multifaith community needs to be the core purpose and legacy of the RE in our schools. This will enable goodness to come out of evil, hope to grow out of despair and to develop in our young people whom we are charged with educating, a fair and just, accurate and balanced understanding of the essence of belief and of what is at the very heart of what  it means to be human.

SACRE regrets that:
· Some elements of the media have used unfortunate phraseology that encourages negative stereotyping of Islam and Muslims.

· The term ' war' was used as a justification for these actions; this use implies that the world is engaging in a war between religions. This is not the case.

· Racist,  ‘faithist’ and religious stereotyping and strong negative messages in the media including those from groups ‘marching or demonstrating  are leading to attacks on individuals, families, businesses, personal property, faith venues and faith communities  across the country, sometimes targeting  members of many different religious communities and cultural groups.

SACRE advises that:

· Schools do not adjust their RE curriculum to exclude teaching about Islam at this time, as this would give a negative message about this faith and its adherents.

· Schools take great care that they do not give the message that the current situation is about Muslims being at war with Christians.

· Schools guard against religious stereotyping, ensuring that they do not allow their pupils to automatically assume that people committing terrorist attacks in any part of the world are typical of any religious faith. 

· Schools are extremely cautious in their use of words like 'just war' , 'holy war' or 'crusade' because of many bad historical examples and their total inappropriateness if in any sense they convey that the present situation represents a conflict between religions. Please note that the Second World War would be seen by many as a just war but this in no sense implies that it was a religious war.

· All employees continue to work within the council's equal opportunities guidelines.

Advice for schools on supporting the needs of pupils

Dealing with pupils' anxieties

Everyone has been affected in some way or another by the events of the last few weeks and in many cases people feel and express great fear both for the present and the future.

Pupils who read the newspapers or watch the news may be afraid for their personal safety in case they or people they know are going to be subjected to attacks similar to those seen in the media.

Some residents are refugees from religious intolerance or Islamophobic behaviour. Many of these are Muslim refugees from different parts of the world.  Pupils from these families may become very concerned for their own safety and that of their parents throughout the school day. 

Many Muslims, including members of local school communities, have been placed in the position of considering that fellow Muslims are being accused of planning this atrocity without proof being made public.  Older pupils particularly may wish to express their anger and confusion at what they consider an injustice to members of their religion.

SACRE members  understand that there have already been examples nationally of Muslim pupils and their families being subjected to verbal and physical  attacks on their way to and from schools and whilst being around in their local communities.  There have also been demonstrations and marches that have been intimidating and have targeted the Muslim community.  SACRE members also appreciate that because there are people living in the borough who have links to intolerant groups such as the British National Party, this is a time of great anxiety for Muslims and residents from minority ethnic groups who fear that they and their families may encounter physical violence.

SACRE believes that pupils will need to express and deal with their fears and confusion. The members of SACRE are pleased to attach to their advice  (Appendix B), the document: 'Talking with Children when the talking gets tough', distributed by Judith Myers-Walls, Purdue University, United States in the hope that this will support schools as they work with pupils who are afraid. These notes were produced following the shootings in Columbine High School in America and drafted to assist anyone working with children.

Lewisham SACRE advises that:

· all schools continue to  treat religious intolerance and attacks on the basis of faith or belief  in the same way as they treat racist incidents;

· schools need to be aware that some of their pupils may come from families involved with the National Front or the British National Party and these pupils may bring racist / faithist language and behaviour into schools;

· schools encourage their community to support families experiencing difficulties at this time, for example by encouraging groups of mothers to walk with Muslim mothers who are frightened for their safety.

Collective Worship - ideas for positive approaches 

· Light candles and talk about having good memories of people after they have died.

· Concentrate on how ordinary people will all have the same feelings and fears from all sides of the conflict.

· Use texts from holy books of world faiths that focus on respect for God, human life and other people.

· Use thoughts of love and reconciliation from the faiths:



Be open to the night...



Pray with open hand, not with clenched fist...
(Lord Dunsay, from The Lion Prayer Collection, by Mary Batchelor pub. Lion  ISBN 0 745 93133 2)



Lord; make me an instrument of your peace.



Where there is hatred, let me sow love,



Where there is injury, pardon,



Where there is doubt, faith,



Where there is despair, hope,



Where there is darkness, light,



Where there is sadness, joy.


(Attributed to St Francis of Assisi)
Faith Hope Love Prayer.
God of faith, deepen our faith

so we may bear witness to Christ in the world;

God of hope, strengthen our hope

so we may be signposts to your transforming presence;

God of love, kindle our love

so that, in a fragile and divided world,

we may be signs of the faith, hope, love

which we share in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Bishop Christopher, The Bishop of Southwark.

· Use the text of 'Peacetimes' by Scholes, published by Belitha Press [ ISBN 1 85561 761 7],  to explore issues around Peace and to provide a focus for reflection - teachers will be able to modify their use of this text for almost any age group.

Appendix A

Statements about the Woolwich Incident from a variety of faiths and beliefs.

Statement from the Co-Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the Inter Faith Network for the UK:

We learned with deep shock and great sadness of the murder of a young member of the armed forces in Woolwich yesterday afternoon. Such acts of violence and terror have no place in our society.

 Our thoughts and prayers are with the victim’s family.

The attackers linked their actions with the religion of Islam.  Statements from major national Muslim bodies have, in the ensuing hours, condemned the act in the strongest terms and stressed its lack of connection to – and complete contradiction of – teachings of Islam.   Even so, there have been attacks on two mosques over the course of the last 24 hours and concerns expressed about the possibility of further attack. 

Our thoughts and prayers are also with any whose places of worship or personal safety are affected. 

In the wake of this terrible attack, all who share a commitment to a peaceful, safe and just society have a vital role to play in strengthening community bonds and working for greater understanding and mutual support at times of difficulty.

Dr Manazir Ahsan MBE (Co-Chair)

The Revd Bob Fyffe (Co-Chair)

Dr Girdari Lal Bhan (Vice-Chair)

Mr Mohinder Singh Chana (Vice-Chair)

Mr Dorab Mistry (Vice-Chair)

Mr Vivian Wineman (Vice-Chair)

A joint statement from representatives of London’s religious groups:

“We, as representatives of many of London’s faith communities, deplore the terrible attack that has taken place today in Woolwich.
All of our religions exalt the sanctity of human life and no grievance could justify such a barbaric assault that has cost a young man his life. Terrorism has no place on our streets.
We pray for the victim of this attack and his family, and call for Londoners to stand together at this time. We will redouble our efforts to work for peace, love, understanding and hope.”
Canon Guy Wilkinson CBE, Co Chair

Leonie Lewis, Co Chair

Dilowar Hussain Khan, Vice Chair

Dr Natubhai Shah MBE, Vice Chair

Sellappah Yoga Rajah, Vice Chair

Syed Yousif Al Khoei OBE (The Al Khoei Foundation)

Acharya Modgala Duguid (The Amida London Buddhist Centre)

Ifath Nawaz (The Association of Muslim Lawyers)

Canon Guy Wilkinson CBE (Church of England)

The Ven Dr Paul Wright (Church of England)

Jasvir Singh (The City Sikhs Network)

Dilowar Hussain Khan (The East London Mosque)

Dr David Muir (Faith in Britain)

Dr Deesha Chadha (The Hindu Forum of Britain)

Sellappah Yogarajah (The Hindu Council UK)

Dr Natubhai Shah MBE (The Jain Network)

Revd Kumar Rajagopalan (The London Baptist Association)

The Ven Bogoda Seelawimala (The London Buddhist Vihara)

Adrian Cohen (The London Jewish Forum)

Yusef Noden (Al Manaar, The Muslim Cultural and Heritage Centre)

Dr Kishan Manocha (The National Spiritual Assembly of Baha’is in the UK)

Rosalind Miller (The Network of Sikh Organisations) 

Jon Dal Din (Roman Catholic)

Fr Gerard Mitchell (Roman Catholic)

Captain Nick Coke (Salvation Army)

Malcolm Deboo (The Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe)

The Islamic Community:

The board of trustees for the Greenwich Islamic Centre appealed for calm, saying 'let the response of our nation be mature and thoughtful. This is a moment of prayer, unity and not of hasty reaction' and issued this statement:
The Muslims of the Greenwich Islamic Centre in the Royal Borough of Greenwich today condemn in the strongest terms the barbaric murder of a serving Army officer and share the grief and sorrow of the nation. 
Our hearts go out to the family, colleagues and friends of the victim of this despicable and horrific tragedy.
We are all very deeply shocked and saddened to have witnessed a terrible crime in our neighbourhood."The local Muslim community has always enjoyed an excellent relationship with the people from all walks of life regardless of their religion, colour or ethnic background.
We do not and will never support such evil acts, and strongly suggest that both of these men should be severely punished as criminal and not as so-called 'Muslims' for the crime they have committed, with full force of law.
– Greenwich Islamic Centre

We are deeply shocked by the tragic and disturbing events which unfolded in Woolwich on Wednesday 22 of May.
It is further disturbing to hear that these individuals were Muslims.
From our perspective, we would like to clarify and confirm categorically, that these actions are in no way, shape or form from the teachings of Islam. 
Islam’s position on the sanctity of life, the concept of justice and the value of human life is such that the Quran equates the taking of one human life unjustly, with killing all of humanity - thus the Quran prohibits murder in clear terms [Glorious Quran, Ch 5, verse 32].. It is inevitable at times like these that various groups will seek to drive a wedge between communities. We believe our community in the London Borough of Lewisham ("LBL") is an excellent one that has an outstanding record with respect to community cohesion within and beyond LBL. We sincerely hope that the heinous crime that has taken place will not lead to long term discord within the borough or beyond
· Lewisham Islamic Centre

· No cause justifies this murder

· A barbaric act that has no basis in Islam and we condemn this unreservedly

· Vast majority of British Muslims acknowledge armed forces for the work they do

· Calls for calm and unity in all communities

The Muslim Council of Britain this evening spoke out, in the strongest possible terms, the news of a horrific murder that has taken place in Woolwich, London. Eye-witnesses suggest that the murderers made Islamic slogans during their heinous action and were thus motivated by their Islamic faith. 

This is a truly barbaric act that has no basis in Islam and we condemn this unreservedly. Our thoughts are with the victim and his family. We understand the victim is a serving member of the Armed Forces.  Muslims have long served in this country’s Armed Forces, proudly and with honour. This attack on a member of the Armed Forces is dishonourable, and no cause justifies this murder.

This action will no doubt heighten tensions on the streets of the United Kingdom. We call on all our communities, Muslim and non-Muslim, to come together in solidarity to ensure the forces of hatred do not prevail.

· The Muslim Council of Britain

The Church of England:

Regarding Wednesday's tragic events in Woolwich. . .

"Those who wish to make capital out of the horrifying events will be drowned out by stronger story of unity and hope." 

"At this difficult time it is important that people of faith draw together and lead our communities."    

The Bishops of Southwark Diocese (Bishop Christopher of Southwark, Bishop Michael of Woolwich, Bishop Richard of Kingston and Bishop Jonathan of Croydon.)
Archbishop Justin said ... that "all our prayers and mine" are with the family of Lee Rigby, the British soldier killed in Woolwich on Wednesday. In a joint press conference in Leicester with Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra, the Archbishop praised the responses of different faith groups to the incident and said this is "very much a time for communities to come together"."We have all been horrified by the brutal murder of Drummer Lee Rigby in Woolwich. All of our prayers and mine are with Lee's family, with his colleagues and comrades, and all those who witnessed this crime and all those in the community who have been so affected by it.

The Most Rev and Rt Hon Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury,

Appendix B

Talking with Children 

When the Talking Gets Tough
Wars, shootings in schools, natural disasters, deaths at sporting events—as adults we hope that these and other tragic outcomes will never happen anywhere and definitely will not impact the children and youth we care about.  We would like to protect those young minds from the pain and horror of difficult situations.  We would like to ensure that they have happy, innocent, and carefree lives.

So what is a parent, teacher, or other caring adult to do when disasters fill the airwaves and the consciousness of society?

· Don’t assume that the kids don’t know about it.  They probably know more than you think.  The reality of today’s world is that news travels far and wide.  Adults and children learn about disasters and tragedies shortly after they occur, and live video footage with close-ups and interviews are part of the report.  Children and youth are exposed to the events as soon as they can watch TV or interact with others who are consumers of the news.  Not talking about it does not protect children.  In fact, you may communicate that the subject is taboo and that you are unavailable if you remain silent.

· Be available and “askable.”  Let kids know that it is okay to talk about the unpleasant events.  Listen to what they think and feel.  By listening, you can find out if they have misunderstandings, and you can learn more about the support that they need.  You do not need to explain more than they are ready to hear, but be willing to answer their questions.

· Share your feelings. Tell young people if you feel afraid, angry, or frustrated.  It can help them to know that others also are upset by the events.  They might feel that only children are struggling.  If you tell them about your feelings, you also can tell them about how you deal with the feelings.  Be careful not to overwhelm them or expect them to find answers for you.
· Help children use creative outlets like art and music to express their feelings.  Children may not be comfortable or skilled with words, especially in relation to difficult situations.  Using art, puppets, music, or books might help children open up about their reactions.  They may want to draw pictures and then destroy them, or they could want to display them or send them to someone else.  Be flexible and listen.
· Reassure young people and help them feel safe. When tragic events occur, children may be afraid that the same will happen to them.  Some young children may even think that it already did happen to them.  It is important to let them know that they are not at risk—if they are not.  Try to be realistic as you reassure them, however.  You can try to support them and protect them, but you can not keep all bad things from happening to children.  You can always tell them that you love them, though.  You can say that, no matter what happens, your love will be with them.  That is realistic, and often that is all the children need to feel better.
· Support children’s concern for people they do not know. Children often are afraid not only for themselves, but also for people they do not even know.  They learn that many people are getting hurt or are experiencing pain in some way.  They worry about those people and their well being.  In some cases they might feel less secure or cared for themselves if they see that others are hurting.  It is heartwarming and satisfying to observe this level of caring in children.  Explore ways to help others and ease the pain.
· Look for feelings beyond fear.  After reassuring kids, don’t stop there.  Studies have shown that children also may feel sad or angry.  Let them express that full range of emotions.  Support the development of caring and empathy.  Be careful not to encourage the kind of response given by one child: “I don’t care if there’s a war, as long as it doesn’t affect me and my family.”
· Help children and youth find a course of action. One important way to reduce stress is to take action.  This is true for both adults and children.  The action may be very simple or more complex.  Children may want to write a letter to someone about their feelings, get involved in an organization committed to preventing events like the one they are dealing with, or send money to help victims or interventionists.  Let the young people help to identify the action choices.  They may have wonderful ideas.
· Take action and get involved in something. It is not enough to let children take action by themselves.  Children who know that their parents, teachers, or other significant caregivers are working to make a difference feel hope.  They feel safer and more positive about the future.  So do something.  It will make you feel more hopeful, too.  And hope is one of the most valuable gifts we can give children and ourselves.
Distributed by Judith A. Myers-Walls, Extension Specialist, Purdue University, United States

Developed in the days following the shootings at Colombine High School and distributed via list serves, web pages and handouts at training programs, and re-distributed on 11 September 2001.
Appendix C.
Faith Responses and Useful Texts


Christian

Some Christian responses might include the following but some are more appropriate for secondary than primary:

Christians believe that there is a place for righteous anger. God does not condone or bless any act of evil. Romans 12:19 'Do not take revenge my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written "It is mine to avenge, I will repay," says the Lord'.

Rather than blaming God for all that goes wrong, Christians emphasise that God wants people to share their feelings with him and this includes our sadness, anger and questioning.

Psalm 139 begins- 
O Lord you have searched me and you know me.




You know when I sit and when I rise;




You perceive my thoughts from afar.




You discern my going out and my lying down;




You are familiar with my ways.........
and ends with
 Search me O God and know my heart;




Test me and know my anxious thoughts.




See if there is any offensive way in me,




And lead me in the way everlasting.
Anxiety

Christians believe that everyone is made in the image of God and whether Christian or not God knows everyone by name:

Matthew 6: 25 - 34 
'Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear...  God knows you and loves you’ 

(Luke 12: 6-7)  
'Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is  forgotten by God.  Indeed the very hairs of your head are numbered. Don't be afraid, you are worth more than five sparrows.'  

Muslim

Surah al-Baqara (Qur'an 2, v. 284 -285)

(284)   
"To Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth. Whether you show what is in your minds or conceal it, Allah calls you to account for it. He forgives whom He pleases, and punishes who He pleases. For Allah has power over all things.
(285)   
The Messenger believes in what has been revealed to him from his Lord, as do the men of faith. Each one of them believes in Allah, His angels, His books, and His Messengers. They say: "We make no distinction between one another of His Messengers." And they say: "We hear and we obey: we seek Thy forgiveness Our Lord, and to Thee is the end of all journeys."
Surah al-Hujurat (Qur'an 49, v.13)

(13)    
Oh mankind! We created you from a single pair of a male and a female, and made you into Nations and tribes, that you might know one another (and not that you may despise each other). Verily, the most honoured of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well acquainted (with all things).
An unknown Muslim scholar reflects on interfaith:

'I should become one with you

And you would become one with me.

I should be the body,

You would be the soul.

Then no one would be able to say

That I am different from you, 

Or that you are different from me'.
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