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3) Comments on Merton's draft Estates Local Plan (High Path). 
 
There is much that we (Tree Warden Group Merton) agree with in this report and so only 
mention below where we disagree with your findings. 
 
2) We are unable to complete this item as it is too general.  
 
3) Comments about the council's draft Estates Local Plan for High Path. 
 
7. Street and Frontages plan p92.  
The item in the key titled Unclear Building Frontage line should take account of the row of fine 
London plane trees on Merton High Street and therefore be set back. 
 
8. Townscape Analysis p94.  
The item titled Spaces and Landscaping - Areas Lacking Character or Identity, should not apply 
to the area covered by the London plane trees and some other tree species on Merton High 
Street, which have both significant character and identity and should be highlighted to be 
retained at all costs. 
 
9. Landscape Analysis p96.  
Few existing trees have been shown on the plan, which should be rectified. 
 
Item 3.127.  
Merton High Street should not be referred to as a single item because it has at least two 
significant characters and it is therefore inappropriate to make only one proposal.  
Also 3.133.  
 
Item 3.137.  
The assets (trees) should be shown on the plan. 
 
Site Specific Policies a), p100.  
Again due to the presence of significant trees, it is inappropriate to make a single proposal. 
 
H1 Townscape plan, p101. 
The opportunity should be taken to extend the planting of the existing London planes to the 
tube station. 
 
Item 3.157.  
Basement level parking will limit tree planting so should be carefully planned to enable strategic 
locations be allocated for trees. 
 
Item 3.161.  
Correction: Merantum Way crosses the River Wandle. 
 
An omission of the report is that there is no proposal to combat existing heavy traffic pollution 
by increasing tree cover along the Merton High St. It may be that the proposals to create a 
“boulevard style street” on Morden Rd and Merantum way may involve tree planting but the 
document doesn’t explain the term. Merton High Street is the most polluted of the three streets 
and should have priority for significant tree planting. 
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