Meeting Notes
Heritage and Design Working Group

3rd March 2015

7.00-8.30pm

Committee Rooms D&E

Civic Centre

Chair: Cllr Nick Draper

	Item
	Action

	1. Introduction from Chair

The chair welcomed everyone to the meeting 
In Attendance: Cllr Nick Draper, Cllr Ian Mann, Cllr John Bowcott, Cllr Geraldine Stanford, Louise Crothall (LWLPS), Clare Lanes (National Trust), Tony Burton, John Hawks, John Veale, John Davis, Nick Draper, Sarah Gould, Anthony Hopkins, Joyce Bellamy, John Strover, Alan Hutchings, Nicholas Hart, Tony Michael, Jil Hall, Revd Andrew Wakefield, Jill Tyndale.
Apologies were received from: Annette, Acquah, Caroline Kearey, Richard Lancaster.
	

	2. The Heritage Strategy
AH thanked everybody for their comments and that a revised Strategy would be produced.  The Action Plan should now be filled in by all the groups to cover the next 5 years.   The Strategy should be finalised within the next few weeks to go to June Cabinet.  A revised draft should go out in a few days.
Collectively the Heritage Strategy should raise the profile of our Heritage and improve access to it.

TB raised that it should engage with more people as in a Community Plan.  He suggested that more Departments should be involved, in particular Highways.
AH confirmed that there is ongoing dialogue with departments regarding the Strategy and that further consultation will take place with the voluntary and business communities.

Cllr ND said he wanted heritage to prosper regardless of other pressures.

A number of ideas came from the group:

Cllr JB - Tree planting marking pathways; 

Cllr IM - Core Policy needs reviewing. Media could be used.
NH - Suggested an interactive website page open to heritage groups to add in events etc. Possibly a Twitter account might fill the gap. His son might help.  LC will also look at the idea.
Cllr JS - Mitcham / Australian link should be exploited.  Along with other international links; Priory, Kings, cricket. The information centre in Centre Court does not tend to promote borough wide.

JV - Merton needs a central promotion, a vocal point called ‘Merton’ to raise the profile for events such as opening of the Chapter House and the new WIM Museum.

Cllr ND said MVSC and the Chamber should be more involved.
	AH
All groups

ND
CL

	3. Merton Priory Wall
Clare Lanes has produced a method statement for repairs to the Wall by the Pickle. Attached to these notes.  The National Trust is currently looking at ways to raise funds to carry out the repairs which they intend to do in June.  They are also dealing with the Japanese Knotweed and removal of rubbish.

JH said that an interest group is to support the work on the wall.

CL they have a new volunteer group that meets on Wednesday to work on the rubbish problem.

A new park will be developed between the Priory Wall and the Pickle.

The National Trust is working beyond its usual boundaries and is intending to open its 1st National Trust Garden Centre as part of a 10 year plan for Morden Hall Park.

Concern was raised about damage to the section of Wall by Station Road. Responsibility needs to be established. 
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	4. Canons and Townscape Heritage Bid 
Jil Hall said that LBM, through HLF had applied for £4m under the Parks for People for The Canons.   It has been awarded £314k for the development stage.  The 2 job descriptions are being drawn up for the 2 posts to develop the 2nd stage of the bid which is due to be submitted in August 2016.
TB said that events would be arranged to engage people with the project and connect with more people.

The Cricket Green, Burn Bullock/Pavilion HLF bid needs to be revised and the HLF approached again. (TB has this in hand)
	

	5. Local List Consultation
JT said that there had been a number of responses to the local list consultation but the consultation still has a few days to run. 
	

	6. Merton’s 50th Anniversary
AH asked for proposals for community events. Events can be submitted at: http://www.merton.gov.uk/news-events/events/merton50.htm 
The web page also summarises all current confirmed activities.  
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	7. AOB
TB asked about the DRP situation.

JT said it would be reviewed in September as part of the annual review.  Cllr ND suggested it could be reviewed before then.

TB brought the matter of wide yellow lines being painted in Conservation Areas. 

JB Commended HOLT for supporting small pieces of work in cooperation with local groups and CA officers.

NH - 900yrs of Merton Priory, suggested a pack for schools celebrating Magna Carta.
226 London Road is suffering from deliberate neglect.

Future Meeting dates:

    3rd June; Committee Rooms B&C

    8th September; Committee Rooms D&E
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