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1. Wandle Valley Forum provides support and an independent voice for over 120 
community groups, voluntary organisations and local businesses and for everyone who 
shares a passion for the Wandle.  Many of our supporters are based in Merton.   
 
2. Merton includes an important part of the Wandle Valley Regional Park and a 
significant length of the River Wandle and its major tributary, the River Graveney.  As well as 
providing an economic focus through the London Plan and being the site of major industrial 
estates, the Wandle Valley is also an essential environmental and heritage asset for the 
Borough. The network of Wandle-related open spaces and the Wandle Trail are especially 
important for the quality of life in Merton. 
 
3. We have established our priorities for the Wandle Valley in the Wandle Valley Forum 
Charter.  This is grounded in the views of community groups, voluntary organisations and 
local businesses that support us.  It sets out a number of issues to be addressed through 
development plans in the Wandle Valley and we ask that Merton’s Local Plan responds 
positively to these.  
 
4. We believe the Wandle Valley should be a centrepiece of the new Merton Local Plan, 
with a suite of coherent policies for its protection, renewal and development.  These include: 
 
Wandle Valley Regional Park – As one of the main riparian authorities Merton Council is a 
longstanding supporter of the Wandle Valley Regional Park and the Local Plan should both 
recognise its role and support its delivery, including by: 
 

 recognising the ambition for the Regional Park in the Local Plan’s Vision and key 
map and as a Strategic Objective 

 include an enabling policy for delivery of the Regional Park and completing the 
Wandle Trail 

 identify achievement of the Wandle Valley Regional Park as a priority for strategic 
use of the community infrastructure levy and s106 obligations, as appropriate 

 
Development along the River Wandle - there is a need to provide clear and consistent 
policies for development immediately adjacent to the river.  This should require it to 
recognise the river’s natural and historic significance, respect its character and promote 
appropriate access (including the provision of minimum 3m wide access along the river 
front).  The river should feature in both borough wide and site specific policies and address 
the problems caused by the current inconsistent and ad hoc approach 
 

http://www.wandlevalleyforum.org.uk/uploads/5/8/4/3/58438085/wandle_valley_forum_charter_-__compressed.pdf
http://www.wandlevalleyforum.org.uk/uploads/5/8/4/3/58438085/wandle_valley_forum_charter_-__compressed.pdf


 

 

Wandle Metropolitan Park – the Local Plan should feature a distinct policy framework for the 
creation of the Wandle Metropolitan Park as the largest area of open space within the 
Wandle Valley Regional Park.  This should embrace the contiguous area of green space 
stretching from Beddington Park through to Mitcham Common and Three Kings Piece in 
Mitcham (see image).  The long term development of this area will require close 
collaboration with both Sutton and Croydon Councils.  The area presents an extraordinary 
economic and social as well as environmental opportunity which will boost the area’s identity 
and provide a wide range of quality of life and public health benefits.  This area of green 
space is more than three times the size of Hyde Park but is little known, much lacks public 
access and it has never been conceived and managed as a coherent whole.  It has strategic 
significance at a London scale. 
 

 
 
The Local Plan should: 
 

 recognise the ambition for the Wandle Metropolitan Park as integral to the Wandle 
Valley Regional Park, including as a Strategic Objective 

 include an enabling policy for delivery of the Wandle Metropolitan Park 



 

 

 identify achievement of the Wandle Metropolitan Park as a priority for strategic use of 
the community infrastructure levy and s106 obligations, as appropriate 

 establish public access to the whole area of the Wandle Metropolitan Park as a Plan 
objective 

 recognise the Wandle Metropolitan Park in the Local Plan’s key map, including where 
it will cross borough boundaries into Croydon and Merton. 

 
Wandle Vistas – Wandle Valley Forum is supporting a significant original research project 
being undertaken as part of the Living Wandle Landscape Partnership to identify and protect 
key vistas throughout the Wandle Valley.  This will be published in 2018.  We ask that 
Merton’s Local Plan identifies and protects the vistas it will identify at Pollards Hill, Mitcham 
Common, Wimbledon Park and St Marks Road car park, Mitcham. 
 
Business benefits - the Local Plan should be recognise the role of the Wandle Valley in 
supporting economic activity by providing local business with a strong identity that creates 
jobs and brings prosperity.  Already one fifth of London’s manufacturing employment is 
located within the Regional Park and there are extensive industrial estates throughout its 
length.  New creative and technology industries are also finding a home in the Wandle 
Valley.  Today’s businesses and entrepreneurs can all benefit from being located in a higher 
quality environment and better connected to the Wandle Valley and its story.  The existing 
Business Improvement Districts, such as in Willow Lane, have a vital role to play, especially 
in upgrading industrial estates with the support of enabling development plan policies.  The 
Plan should support a virtuous circle of environmental investment and business benefit by 
ensuring new development contributes to strengthening the environmental quality, cultural 
vitality and economic health of the Valley.  This in turn will attract more visitors, expand the 
range of customers and make Wandle Valley businesses attractive places to work.  There 
are particular opportunities where large industrial estates have significant frontages along 
the river. 
 
Wandle Trail – the Local Plan should recognise the importance of the Wandle Trail and the 
special qualities of the often narrow green spaces along the river to ensure they are not 
damaged by investment, such as the recent “Quietways” initiative. All new development 
along the river should include dedicated public access along the river front which is at least 
3m wide.  
 
Connectivity – the Local Plan should support greater connectivity with the Wandle Trail and 
measures to address significant breaks, such as the Earlsfield Gap.  This should anticipate 
the opportunity, for example, of a Crossrail 2 site located along the river and the local 
benefits this should bring to the public realm and connections.  
 
Catchment Management Plan – we welcome support for delivery of the Wandle’s catchment 
management plan.  A number of the structures along the river are of historic significance and 
we ask that the Plan ensures full consideration is given to this when considering planning 
applications for their alteration or removal 
 
Community Infrastructure Levy – the Local Plan should confirm the intention to pool use of 
the community infrastructure levy across borough boundaries to secure the best outcomes 
for the Wandle.  This would address, for example, the recent shortcomings in dealing with a 
number of discrete developments spanning the Wandsworth/Merton boundary at Earlsfield.  
We were informed by Sutton officers at its Local Plan inquiry that it could not collaborate with 
Merton on Wandle issues because they were not included in Merton’s Regulation 123 list. 
 
5. We look forward to being kept involved in the Plan’s progress. 
 



The Wandle community’s priorities 
for the future of the Wandle Valley 

Wandle Valley Forum
Charter



1. Put communities in the lead – Create more opportunities for local
people to manage and run buildings and open spaces along the Wandle
and support a local food economy.

2. More consistent planning – Secure common planning policies to
leave space along the river bank, support public access, encourage a
naturally functioning river, and respect the Wandle’s local character;
and pool resources from the community infrastructure levy into a
Wandle fund.

3. Complete the Wandle Trail – Provide public access for all along the
river without urbanising the landscape or putting wildlife at risk and close
gaps in the Wandle Trail at Earlsfield and the Wandle Delta.

4. Celebrate and inspire – Link millions more people to the Wandle
through community events and arts, cultural and sporting activities and
support an annual Wandle celebration.

5. Respect nature and history – Support the
ambitions of local community groups and voluntary
organisations for a naturally functioning, self
sustaining river and for the Wandle’s heritage to be
better cared for and promoted. 

People and
organisations
inspired by
the Wandle
Valley have
come together
to produce
this Charter
and agree its
priorities for
everyone who
has a role in
its future.

Wandle priorities
Sanctuary Sports Ground Manufacturing Heritage Playground Outdoor Gym Living Classroom



6. Create a new Wandle Metropolitan Park – Realise London’s largest
environmental opportunity by managing the 450 hectares of open space
stretching from Beddington Park to Mitcham Common – an area three times
that of Hyde Park – as a coherent whole for people and wildlife.

7. Secure business benefits – Take the opportunities stemming from having
nearly 20% of London’s manufacturing and five Business Improvement
Districts to provide investment in environmental quality and cultural vitality that
attracts more visitors, expands the range of customers and makes Wandle
Valley businesses more attractive places to work.

8. Support a resilient Wandle – Tackle climate change and air
pollution through developing the Wandle Valley as a pioneering
green energy hub and increasing tree cover and green space.

9. Strengthen the Wandle Valley Regional Park – Achieve
the goals of the Wandle Valley Regional Park Trust, endow it with
land and buildings to support an enterprising role, and strengthen its
independence while retaining strong relationships with local government.

10. See the bigger picture – Connect the Wandle Valley into the family of
London’s Regional Parks with fairer funding arrangements and as part 
of London’s ambitions to be a National Park City.

Relax Creative Industry Nature Walks Green Corridor Clean Air Play Fishing WellBeing Beauty



Wandle Valley Forum’s role

The Wandle Valley Forum Charter
is grounded in the views of
community groups, voluntary
organisations and local businesses
that support the Wandle Valley
Forum and reflects the outcomes
from our Wandle Futures workshop
in 2015. It draws on the extensive
work already undertaken by
Wandle Trust, Wandle Valley
Regional Park Trust, All London
Green Grid, Living Wandle
Landscape Partnership, Wandle
Industrial Museum and others
who have done so much to
establish a shared approach to the
Wandle Valley. Thank you to
everyone who has contributed.

Wandle Valley Forum provides
support and an independent
voice for over 80 community
groups & voluntary organisations
and for everyone who shares a
passion for the Wandle. Our
campaigning was instrumental in
establishing the Wandle Valley
Regional Park and we are integral
to its future development.
Support us by offering your time
or giving a donation.
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Our Role

The Wandle Valley inspires people and
organisations to care for and enjoy it. This
includes different voluntary organisations that
champion the Regional Park, promote its history
and look after the health of the river and its
catchment. Wandle Valley Forum makes a unique
contribution to this network of Wandle
organisations. Our role is to:

• Support community groups and others inspired by
the Wandle.

• Provide the glue which brings people and
organisations together.

• Manage a communications network on Wandle
issues.

• Use our independent voice to amplify that of local
groups and speak out for the Wandle Valley’s future. 

Our Pledge

The Wandle Valley Forum Charter sets out shared
priorities for the future. It cannot be delivered by
the Wandle Valley Forum alone. The Charter
needs local authorities, businesses, voluntary
organisations, statutory agencies, community
groups and others to work together and pool
their time and resources. We pledge to work with
anyone who can help meet the Charter’s
priorities and will play our role to:

• Celebrate the Wandle Valley each year and attract
more people to appreciate its value.

• Champion the potential of the Wandle Metropolitan
Park between Hackbridge and Mitcham.

• Support local groups’ work to influence planning
and development decisions.

•Secure an effective and well-resourced Wandle Valley
Regional Park.

• Strengthen the role of local communities in the
Wandle’s future.

• Campaign to complete the Wandle Trail.
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