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2nd January 2018

Dear Sir/Madam,
Re: Future Wimbledon Masterplan
Thank you for allowing me to comment on your Future Wimbledon Masterplan. I am a
Designing Out Crime Officer with the Metropolitan Police Service.
I am responsible for Merton borough and administer the MOPAC ‘Secured by Design’ (SBD)
scheme. Our team has a proven track record, backed by academic research, of reducing
crime and anti-social behaviour in new, and refurbished developments by working with
planners, architects and developers at the design and planning stage through to the builds
completion.
Considering your consultation document, and paying particular consideration to prioritising
the tackling of major crime within Merton borough within the Future Wimbledon Masterplan I
would request the following statement be a consideration.
The design and layout of the physical environment and physical building security is key to
creating safe environments and reducing crime and disorder. Designing out crime ‘Secured
by Design’ accreditation and the incorporation of its principles should be core, and form part
of planning any new development, town centres, public spaces, transport hubs and streets.
There are no references within the consultation document to security, designing out crime or
SBD, therefore I feel the document does not show commitment to the existing and future
residents of the borough. Safety is mentioned on page 72 within the Creating the Plan
chapter under Traffic Intervention ‘ The public realm should be safe, accessible, inclusive
and attractive by incorporating high quality design, landscaping, planting, street furniture and
surfaces that create a sense of place during different times of day, night, days of the week
and times of the year’.
I believe it would be essential for safety, crime and security to be taken as considerations
within the Wimbledon masterplan. Any proposals should demonstrate how designing out
crime standards have been considered. SBD accreditation on developments will and is
proven to reduce crime and its fear for residents and businesses. It is also vital in today’s
world of demand reduction, cost savings, and the drive for sustainability.
A requirement for an applicant to consult with us and achieve SBD accreditation would
guarantee these Merton policy objectives’ are met. The accreditation also helps to ensure
that a development achieves its requirement under Approved Document Q.

Due consideration should also be paid to Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998
which places a duty on local authorities to do all they can to reasonably prevent crime and
disorder in their area. Embedding designing out crime and SBD within the document fits fully
with this obligation; the success of the scheme is highlighted later.
I would also like to reference Chapter 7 of the London Plan which states:
"Measures to design out crime should be integral to development proposals and be
considered early in the design process, taking into account the principles contained in
Government guidance on ‘Safer Places' and other guidance such as Secured by Design
published by the Police."
The annual crime rate in Merton compared with other boroughs in Metropolitan Police
Service area show it to be below average as shown in the diagram below.

The map below shows the Merton borough divided into wards. Although Merton borough, as
a whole, has a low crime rate Figges Marsh Ward has a high crime rate and Cricket Green,
Colliers Wood and Trinity wards have above average crime rates.

