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Applying for a place on medical or social grounds

You can request priority for a place at your preferred school if your child or a family member living at the same address has an exceptional medical and/or social need that makes attendance at a particular school essential.

Evidence will be considered to see whether, if the school in question is over subscribed, the application should be given priority over other applications. 

Medical reasons
· if there are medical reasons that make it essential for your child to attend a particular school, you must provide supporting information from a doctor together with any other relevant information by the closing date.
· this must make a compelling case as to why your child's needs can only be met at the preferred school, evidence of a medical condition in itself will not automatically result in a place at your preferred school being offered.  

· the evidence should explain exactly what your child's needs are and what specialist support or facilities your child requires.

· the evidence should explain why other schools could not provide the appropriate support for your child

Social reasons

· if there are social reasons that make it essential for your child to attend a particular school, you must provide independent evidence from a professional who is supporting your family.

· the supporting evidence needs to set out the particular reasons why the school in question is the most suitable and the difficulties that would be caused if your child had to attend another school.

· the evidence should explain exactly what the family’s needs are and what specialist support or facilities are required.
· the evidence should explain why other schools could not provide the appropriate support.
Merton cannot seek information on your behalf and we cannot contact any health care professionals direct for further information – please ensure that you supply all available evidence to us. 
Please note we cannot accept letters from yourself or from other members of your family, nor from your health visitor. 
School staff are not allowed to provide letters supporting placement at their own school so please do not ask your school to write a letter supporting your application. 
School Admissions will consider if supporting evidence shows a need for your child to attend a particular school. In the case of a medical need we may seek the opinion of the local health authority adviser who will be asked if it is essential, on medical grounds, for the child to attend the school of the parents’ preference.
Based on previous decisions, it is unlikely that application will be prioritised for the following:

· Asthma, eczema, allergies, diabetes, dyslexia, travel sickness 

· Dispensing of medication that may require some training as this can be undertaken by any school.
· Speech and language delay.
· Use of a hearing aid.
· Because an Education Health and Care Plan has not been completed.
· Need for the child to stay in friendship groups. 

· Attendance at the nursery and not obtained a reception place. 

· Childcare arrangements where the carer lives close to a particular school.
· Work/travel arrangements.
· Family members other than siblings.
· The desire for a single sex school.
If you feel that one of these examples should be considered you can apply but you would be expected to demonstrate how this has a significant impact on your child, why a particular school can meet your child’s need more than any other and why you should be placed above other children when making allocations.
If you believe that your child has a medical need for a place in a particular school, please complete Form 1. You will then need to get Form 2 filled out by the main health professional involved with the child. This can be your child’s doctor or hospital consultant but cannot be a member of your child’s school. You may provide further relevant information if you wish.

Please return the form to Merton School Admissions either by email to admissions@merton.gov.uk or should you be concerned about the confidentiality of the information you will provide to us, please place it in an envelope (clearly marked with your child’s name) and return the envelope to the address below. For further details of Merton’s privacy policy, please www.merton.gov.uk/legal/privacy-and-cookies

Please note that your child’s current school or nursery may be contacted for further information and may be sent a copy of your request. The information you provide may also be shared with an independent appeals panel should this be necessary.
Not all schools give priority to children or family members with exceptional medical or social needs. Please refer to the individual school's admission policy to see how places are allocated. If you wish to apply for medical/social priority in another borough or for an admission authority school, we will forward the evidence on. 

You will not be individually advised if your application has been prioritised under this criterion and there is no right to appeal against this decision however, further evidence can be submitted and will be considered. If you are not offered a place in your preferred school, you will have the right to appeal against the decision not offer a place.
Enquiries and postal address: 
School Admissions, 10th floor Civic Centre, Morden, Surrey.  SM4 5DX. Tel: 020 8274 4906.
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                                                                                                                       FORM 1
Admission to school - exceptional medical grounds

Parental evidence

To be completed by the parent/guardian – please read the information on page 1 first.


Name of child                                                                                                   Date of birth 


School requested                                                                 School attended 



Permission for school advice and sharing of information
I agree that the Education Service may approach my child’s school for further information and send them a copy of this form. I also agree for this information to be shared with an independent appeals panel if required.
Signed …………………………………………………………………………….Parent / Guardian

Date ……………………………………… 
for further details of Merton’s privacy policy, please www.merton.gov.uk/legal/privacy-and-cookies 
After filling this form out, you should arrange for Form 2 to be completed by the main professional involved with your child.
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                                                                                                                       FORM 2
Admission to school - exceptional medical grounds

Professional Advice

To be completed by the professional who has been involved with the child detailed on Form 1. Please read the guidance notes overleaf before filling out the details requested below.


Name of child                                                                                            Date of birth 

                 


I have read Form 1 as completed by the parent/guardian.

Signed ………………………………………………….. Position …………………………………….

Date …………………………………. 
for further details of Merton’s privacy policy, please www.merton.gov.uk/legal/privacy-and-cookies
If supplementary reports are to be appended to this form please ensure that they address these 3 areas. 

Please give the reasons why you feel that only the requested school can meet your child’s exceptional needs:











Please give details of your child’s case including incidents, action taken by you or the involvement of professionals. (This includes your child’s doctor or consultant involved with your child):








Please give details of the medical difficulties experienced by the above named child:





Please give details of the current/recent work directed to addressing these needs:





Please indicate how the requested school  meets the child’s needs more than any other school and why other schools are not suitable:









