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RESPONSE TO MERTON NEW LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION 

Dear Ms Butler, 

 

Thank you for inviting Lambeth Council to respond to the latest (Stage 2a) consultation on Merton’s’ 

New Local Plan.  There is a signed Statement of Common London Borough of Lambeth and London 

Borough of Merton 2019 (SCG) which sets out and focuses on strategic cross-boundary matters. We 

have set out our comments relating to specific topics below following our joint work on the SCG, and 

Lambeth’s previously submitted regulation 18 comments to Merton’s Stage 2 consultation: 

 

Urban Development Objectives and Good Growth Strategy 

Do you agree with the vision and objectives? (include additional comments) 

 

Lambeth has no specific comments. 

 

Neighbourhoods 

 

Of all of the areas referred to in this section of Merton's New Local Plan, Mitcham is the area which 

abuts the borough boundary between Merton and Lambeth. Lambeth does not have any specific 

comments relating to other policies relating to the wider Mitcham area.  None of the site allocations in 

this area are in close proximity to Lambeth and therefore Lambeth has no specific comments relating to 

these allocations.  

 

Housing Provision 

 

Accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers: Policy H4.6 

 

Policy H4.6 currently states: 

 

Existing legally established Gypsy and Traveller accommodation sites will be retained and protected 

from redevelopment except where the same number of pitches is provided on an alternative site. 
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As set out in the SCG, both parties agree that, on the basis set out in the SCG, both boroughs can meet 

their identified need for gypsy and traveller’s accommodation within their own boundary. 

 

In accordance with Publication London Plan policy H14, and as agreed within the SCG, Lambeth 

advocates a slight revision to Merton’s policy (H4.6) wording to make clear that the alternative site 

would have to be within Merton: 

 

Existing legally established Gypsy and Traveller accommodation sites will be retained and protected 

from redevelopment except where the same number of pitches is provided on an alternative site in the 

borough. 

 

Places and spaces in a growing borough 

 

Placemaking and design: Policy D5.1 

Do you agree that this policy clearly sets out the strategic requirements of good design? 

 

Lambeth has no specific comments. 

 

Managing Heritage Assets: Policy D5.5 

Do you agree that this policy will conserve and where appropriate enhance Merton’s heritage assets 

and distinctive character? 

 

Lambeth has no specific comments. 

 

Infrastructure 

 

Infrastructure: Policy IN6.1 

Do you agree this policy supports the aim of securing the necessary infrastructure required to support 

growth in the borough over the Local Plan period? 

 

Lambeth has no specific comments relating to this part of the Merton’s New Local Plan, however as set 

out in the SCG, Lambeth looks forward to working collaboratively with Merton on the delivery of agreed 

types of infrastructure where there are cross-border implications. 

 

Transport and Urban Mobility 

 

Improving travel choices: Policy T6.4 

Do you agree this policy supports the aim of making Merton a healthier, cleaner and inclusive place?  

 

Prioritising Cycling: Policy T6.6 

Do you agree this policy supports the aim of encouraging more people to cycle? 

 

The following comments were submitted by Lambeth during Merton’s previous regulation 18 

consultation in January 2019:  

 

We would welcome reference to the integration of proposed cycle networks with 

neighbouring boroughs.  Please refer to Lambeth’s proposed Healthy Route 

Network included within our Draft Transport Strategy - 
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https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/co-lambeth-transport-strategy-

consultation-draft_0.pdf. 

 

We would welcome joint working on boundary issues, such as managing demand 

for parking and reducing short car journeys, particularly for education trips.  We 

would also welcome support for investment in and restructuring of the suburban rail 

network in order to provide a metro style service in south London. 

 

Lambeth have reviewed Merton’s latest transport proposals and notes that its previous comments 

relating to proposed works to the suburban rail network are no longer relevant. However we would 

welcome further clarity on whether or not our other comments have been taken into account when 

Merton developed its latest transport policies. For example, Lambeth would welcome information on 

exactly how Merton have considered integration with Lambeth cycle networks. 

 

In addition, Merton’s strategic approach to transport would benefit from more ambition to reduce the 

dominance of motor vehicles. Furthermore Merton’s approach is likely to benefit from working more 

closely with neighbouring boroughs such as Lambeth. At present Merton’s approach does not appear to 

consider cross border implications, and work being undertaken by neighbouring boroughs. 

 

Lambeth notes and welcomes Merton’s proposals for new CPZs and cycle route improvements in the 

area bordering Streatham, however further clarity on these proposals is required.  

 

Policy T6.8 Parking, deliveries and servicing 

 

a. Development should only provide the level of car parking necessary, taking into consideration 

the sites accessibility by public transport (PTAL) in accordance with London Plan parking 

standards In PTAL (levels 5 & 6) a presumption in favour of permit free development will apply. 

Elsewhere within a within a controlled parking zone of PTAL 3 or 4, the council will promote 

permit free development. 

 

The use of the word ‘necessary’ in this policy is vague and subjective and creates ambiguity. In 

accordance with Publication London Plan policies T6.1 – T6.5, Lambeth believes that Merton’s policy 

should seek to reduce traffic generated from new development by minimising parking in line with 

London Plan standards. Furthermore, the use of wording such as ‘presumption’ and ‘promotion’ of 

permit free development could also be refined to ensure a stronger policy approach with more clarity 

and less ambiguity.  

 

Economy 

 

Lambeth has no specific comments relating to this section of Merton’s New Local Plan.  

 

Green and Blue Infrastructure 

 

Open Space, Green Infrastructure and Nature Conservation: Policy O8.1 

 

Lambeth has no specific comments relating to this section of Merton’s New Local Plan.  

 

Flood risk management and sustainable drainage: Policy O8.8 

https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/co-lambeth-transport-strategy-consultation-draft_0.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/co-lambeth-transport-strategy-consultation-draft_0.pdf
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Merton is currently working in partnership with LB Wandsworth to update their Strategic Flood Risk 

Assessment (SFRA). Lambeth would welcome being consulted on these updates to ensure that each 

boroughs’ respective Strategic Flood Risk Assessments (SFRAs) are complimentary. Lambeth does not 

have any specific comments on Merton’s proposed flood risk policies however Lambeth would welcome 

joint working on these policies where there may be strategic cross border issues to ensure that our 

Local Plan policies are complimentary. 

 

Improving air quality and pollution: Policy O8.11 

 

Lambeth has no specific comments relating to this section of Merton’s New Local Plan. As set out in the 

SCG, both parties agree to continue their involvement in a number of cross-organisational projects and 

organisations to tackle poor air quality across London. 

 

Climate Change 

 

Policy CC8.11 - Minimising Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 

Lambeth notes and is supportive of Merton’s proposed to approach to minimising greenhouse gas 

emissions from development. 

 

Proposed Changes to Policy Maps 

 

Lambeth has no specific comments relating to Merton’s Policy Maps.  

General comments 

Lambeth would welcome a further meeting with Merton in due course for a further catch up on each 

boroughs’ emerging Local Plans. 

 


