
 

 

 

Joseph Hood School Governing Body  
C/O Joseph Hood Primary School  

Whatley Avenue  
Raynes Park  

London  
SW20 9NS  

26 January 2021 
 

Dear Merton Council 
 

Response to Merton Local Plan Consultation 2a 
 

We write to provide the response of Joseph Hood Primary School to the latest round of consultation on 
the Merton Local Plan and, in particular to the proposal for site RP9, Merton Adult Education Centre (“the 
Site”) in policy N3.4 for Raynes Park.  You are referred to our previous consultation response, dated 2 
January 2018, the contents of which we repeat in full. 
 
We continue to believe that the Site should remain in D1 educational use.  It has recently been refurbished 
to temporarily accommodate the Harris Academy (at some expense) and it therefore currently stands 
well-equipped to provide educational services to the local community, for example as an adult education 
centre (as was previously the case) or as a special educational needs facility.  In the wake of the current 
lockdown, we consider that there is likely to be an increased need for such services. 
 
We are also concerned that residential development at the Site could have an adverse impact on the 
operation of the School.  As we explained in our previous letter, the occupation of the Site by Harris 
severely interfered with the means of access to the School.  Over time, this led to daily problems with 
deliveries, problems embarking children onto coaches for school trips or certain sports lessons, and 
problems providing non-emergency access for vehicles dropping and collecting children with impaired 
mobility.  We consider it likely that, unless great care is taken in the leasing and covenanting of the Site, 
these problems will persist or even worsen if the Site comes to be occupied by private residents.  We 
would also be concerned about sharing access with residents, as this could present security and 
safeguarding issues. 
 
Further, whilst the School has taken and will continue to take all reasonable steps to be a responsible and 
considerate neighbour, some level of traffic and parking pressure and limited noise are inevitable by-
products of a happy and thriving school.  We are concerned that these will impact on the amenity of 
residential occupiers of the Site, which in turn could generate complaints which threaten to interfere with 
the smooth running of the School and, ultimately, its ability to educate the children in its care. 
 
We therefore continue to hope that the council will approve a long-term strategy for the site as an 
educational facility. If, however, the Site is made available for residential development, we would expect 
the council to ensure that extremely close attention is paid to the School’s needs. 
 
We look forward to your response and in keeping us fully abreast of developments relating to this site.  
 

Yours sincerely  



 

 

Harriet O’Connor  
Chair of Governors  
on behalf of the Joseph Hood Primary School Governing Body  

 
 
 

 


