
 

 

 

Minutes 
 
 
Climate Emergency Working Group – Informal Meeting  
 
  
23 March 2020, 18:30-20:00  
Zoom Meeting  
 

Item Actions 

1. COVID-19 Update and how this could affect the 
Climate Action Plan   
- Climate change officers are planning on 

continuing to work towards the June Cabinet (see 
attached presentation for programme), however 
given the unprecedented circumstances this may 
change as the situation develops. The council is 
going to be working at capacity to deal with 
coronavirus over the next couple of months, and 
even those in roles which are not directly 
impacted might well be redeployed as our staff 
numbers start to drop through illness and self-
isolation. Officers will be under enormous 
pressure and the input we need for the plan will 
not necessarily be a priority across departments 
at this stage.  

- Climate Emergency Working Group (CEWG) 
members agreed that they were happy to keep 
working on climate change at this stage and to 
play things by ear and revisit the approach as 
necessary.  

- The group discussed the importance of sensitivity 
in any climate messaging at this time. 

  

2. Update on the stakeholder workshop  
- Quick update on the workshop and feedback from 

the group. A workshop write-up will be circulated 
over the next few weeks. Waiting for a few tweaks 
to Aether’s slides before circulating to attendees 
as some of the emissions may have been 
overestimated. 

 

3. Climate Action Plan  
- Katie Halter presented the proposed approach for 

the action plan (see attached presentation slides 
for detail) followed by a discussion with the group.  

  



 

 

 

4. Comms & Engagement   
- Over the coming months, the council will be 

looking to develop a comms and engagement 
strategy to help promote the action plan and 
deliver some of the comms and engagement 
actions.  

- CEWG members were asked if they would like to 
be involved in developing the strategy and 
supporting content. A number of members 
expressed interest in being involved subject to 
their availability.  

The climate 
change team to do 
some more 
thinking about the 
framework for this.  

5.  Writing up the CEWG’s recommendations  
- CEWG members were asked if they would like to 

write-up all the CEWG’s recommendations for the 
action plan in a consistent format to publish on 
the website.  

- The CEWG agreed to compile their 
recommendations.  

CEWG to agree 
on a consistent 
format for 
reporting and to 
write-up their 
recommendations. 

6.  Update on youth engagement on climate change  
- As part of their campaign on climate change, a 

few Youth Parliament members and the CEWG’s 
young member are currently in the process of 
developing a website on how to eat sustainably.   

 

7. Next Meeting  
- 23rd April 18:30 to 20:30. This will likely be a 

virtual meeting (TBC closer to the time). An 
agenda will be circulated in advance of the 
meeting.  

 
  

END  

 


