Housing Growth and Infrastructure Questionnaire
 Housing growth
It is widely recognised that one of the ways to help address the housing crisis is to build more homes in places that need them

As one of 33 London boroughs, Merton works closely with the Mayor of London on important issues for the whole city, such as housebuilding, transport, jobs and the environment. The London Plan is part of the planning rules for all London boroughs; this sets out each borough’s share of the new homes that need to be built in London each year, known as the housing target.

To date, Merton has had a very good track record in meeting and exceeding its share of London’s new homes. Merton’s housing target is currently 411 new homes to be built in Merton each year. However the new London Plan (2019) proposes to increase this by more than 200% to 1,328 new homes to be built in Merton every year. 

To try and achieve this very challenging target, we will have to radically increase the number of homes built every year in Merton. An equal challenge will be to ensure that the infrastructure (e.g. business space, schools, healthcare, utilities, transport, parks and open spaces, waste management) needed to support more people living in the borough keeps pace with the increase in new homes. 

At this stage we would like to hear any and all ideas you may have about providing new homes and the associated infrastructure in Merton.
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1. To try and accommodate the Mayor of London’s proposed number of homes for Merton, we will need a radical approach. Please let us know what you think of any of the ideas below: w
	 
	Yes
	No
	Don't know

	Encouraging housing-led redevelopment of large supermarket / superstore sites; providing shops on the ground floor with new homes above
	[image: image2.wmf]Encouraging housing-led redevelopment of large supermarket / superstore sites; providing shops on the ground floor with new homes above Yes
	[image: image3.wmf]Encouraging housing-led redevelopment of large supermarket / superstore sites; providing shops on the ground floor with new homes above No
	[image: image4.wmf]Encouraging housing-led redevelopment of large supermarket / superstore sites; providing shops on the ground floor with new homes above Don't know

	Concentrate tall buildings in places where there are already tall buildings such as in the centres of Colliers Wood, Morden, South Wimbledon and Wimbledon
	[image: image5.wmf]Concentrate tall buildings in places where there are already tall buildings such as in the centres of Colliers Wood, Morden, South Wimbledon and Wimbledon Yes
	[image: image6.wmf]Concentrate tall buildings in places where there are already tall buildings such as in the centres of Colliers Wood, Morden, South Wimbledon and Wimbledon No
	[image: image7.wmf]Concentrate tall buildings in places where there are already tall buildings such as in the centres of Colliers Wood, Morden, South Wimbledon and Wimbledon Don't know

	Rethinking our industrial estates as mixed use neighbourhoods to provide new homes and jobs
	[image: image8.wmf]Rethinking our industrial estates as mixed use neighbourhoods to provide new homes and jobs Yes
	[image: image9.wmf]Rethinking our industrial estates as mixed use neighbourhoods to provide new homes and jobs No
	[image: image10.wmf]Rethinking our industrial estates as mixed use neighbourhoods to provide new homes and jobs Don't know

	Allow new homes to be built to a smaller size than the current space standards
	[image: image11.wmf]Allow new homes to be built to a smaller size than the current space standards Yes
	[image: image12.wmf]Allow new homes to be built to a smaller size than the current space standards No
	[image: image13.wmf]Allow new homes to be built to a smaller size than the current space standards Don't know

	Support developments that take a new approach to communal living: designing for flat shares or supported living
	[image: image14.wmf]Support developments that take a new approach to communal living: designing for flat shares or supported living Yes
	[image: image15.wmf]Support developments that take a new approach to communal living: designing for flat shares or supported living No
	[image: image16.wmf]Support developments that take a new approach to communal living: designing for flat shares or supported living Don't know

	Intensifying around tram stops, tube stations and rail stations
	[image: image17.wmf]Intensifying around tram stops, tube stations and rail stations Yes
	[image: image18.wmf]Intensifying around tram stops, tube stations and rail stations No
	[image: image19.wmf]Intensifying around tram stops, tube stations and rail stations Don't know

	Encouraging mews style developments as suburban infill
	[image: image20.wmf]Encouraging mews style developments as suburban infill Yes
	[image: image21.wmf]Encouraging mews style developments as suburban infill No
	[image: image22.wmf]Encouraging mews style developments as suburban infill Don't know

	Supporting neighbours or homeowners if they want to build new homes on adjoining garages
	[image: image23.wmf]Supporting neighbours or homeowners if they want to build new homes on adjoining garages Yes
	[image: image24.wmf]Supporting neighbours or homeowners if they want to build new homes on adjoining garages No
	[image: image25.wmf]Supporting neighbours or homeowners if they want to build new homes on adjoining garages Don't know

	Saying no to low density development: no developments of less than two/three storeys
	[image: image26.wmf]Saying no to low density development: no developments of less than two/three storeys Yes
	[image: image27.wmf]Saying no to low density development: no developments of less than two/three storeys No
	[image: image28.wmf]Saying no to low density development: no developments of less than two/three storeys Don't know

	Encouraging neighbourhood plans which significantly increase the number of homes in their area
	[image: image29.wmf]Encouraging neighbourhood plans which significantly increase the number of homes in their area Yes
	[image: image30.wmf]Encouraging neighbourhood plans which significantly increase the number of homes in their area No
	[image: image31.wmf]Encouraging neighbourhood plans which significantly increase the number of homes in their area Don't know

	Recycle existing housing land; promote further estate regeneration
	[image: image32.wmf]Recycle existing housing land; promote further estate regeneration Yes
	[image: image33.wmf]Recycle existing housing land; promote further estate regeneration No
	[image: image34.wmf]Recycle existing housing land; promote further estate regeneration Don't know


Please use the box below to tell us more (optional)

[image: image35.wmf]




Small sites
Merton’s historic pattern of development and land ownership means that many potential development sites are very small, able to provide less than 10 homes. Over 90% of the planning applications Merton receives for new homes are for sites providing less than 10 homes.
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2. What more can we do to encourage the redevelopment of small sites? 

[image: image36.wmf]Allow all small sites in residential areas to be used for new homes: this would provide new homes but would reduce the amount of space for small businesses
[image: image37.wmf]Automatically grant planning permission for specific designs of new homes that enhance the character of the neighbourhood (using Local Development Orders or other planning tools)
[image: image38.wmf]Allow all houses near town centres to be converted into two or more flats
[image: image39.wmf]Allow only large houses near town centres to be converted into two or more flats
Please use the box below to tell us more (optional)

[image: image40.wmf]




Planning for the services and facilities needed to support our growing community
The Local Plan needs to make sure that infrastructure can meet the demands of future population growth. The term infrastructure includes the following:

□     Public transport
□     Infrastructure for cycling, walking and driving (including electric vehicles)
□     Healthcare facilities (GP surgeries, health centres and pharmacies)
□     School places and other educational provision
□     Childcare and early years provision
□     Green infrastructure and open spaces
□     Community facilities and spaces including libraries
□     Sports, leisure and play facilities
□     Digital infrastructure and telecommunications
□     Utilities (water, electricity, gas, drainage and sewerage)
□     Decentralised energy and district heat networks
□     Waste facilities
□     Cemeteries and crematoria
□     Emergency Services facilities for police, ambulance and fire services

We recognise that infrastructure and transport requirements will change during the course of the new Local Plan period. As part of the Local Plan process we will work closely with our infrastructure partners to identify where there are opportunities to improve services and facilities.

Planning for the services and facilities needed to support our growing community
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*3. What do you think are the priorities for new infrastructure? Please identify the three most important items from the list below. 

[image: image41.wmf]Public transport
[image: image42.wmf]Infrastructure for driving (including electric vehicles)
[image: image43.wmf]Infrastructure for cycling and walking
[image: image44.wmf]Healthcare facilities (GP surgeries, health centres and pharmacies)
[image: image45.wmf]School places and other educational provision
[image: image46.wmf]Childcare and early years provision
[image: image47.wmf]Green infrastructure and open spaces
[image: image48.wmf]Community facilities and spaces including libraries
[image: image49.wmf]Sports, leisure and play facilities
[image: image50.wmf]Digital infrastructure and telecommunications
[image: image51.wmf]Utilities (water, electricity, gas, drainage and sewerage)
[image: image52.wmf]Decentralised energy and district heat networks
[image: image53.wmf]Waste facilities
[image: image54.wmf]Cemeteries and crematoria
[image: image55.wmf]Emergency Services facilities for police, ambulance and fire services
4. Are there any other challenges or opportunities for infrastructure in your community that we haven’t identified? 

[image: image56.wmf]




Health and wellbeing
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5. Health Impact Assessments are currently required to be submitted for all major planning applications (i.e. more than 10 homes or 1,000 square metres of commercial space). 

To ensure that Health Impact Assessments are meaningful and effective, we think that they should be required for all planning applications proposing 100 or more residential units and 10,000sqm of commercial space. Do you agree? 

[image: image57.wmf]Yes
[image: image58.wmf]No
[image: image59.wmf]Don't know
Please use the box below to tell us more (optional)

[image: image60.wmf]




Play spaces and facilities
Play is a vital part of growing up; it helps children learn about their environment and interact with others. We are dedicated in ensuring that there is a mixture of formal play spaces for children throughout the borough, including playgrounds and playable spaces to help them grow and learn.
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6. We will reviewing the quality and use of all children’s play spaces throughout the borough. 

Do you think that the quality and quantity of play facilities provided in your local area are suitable for the following age groups? 

	 
	Yes
	No

	a) 0-4 years
	[image: image61.wmf]a) 0-4 years Yes
	[image: image62.wmf]a) 0-4 years No

	b) 5-11 years
	[image: image63.wmf]b) 5-11 years Yes
	[image: image64.wmf]b) 5-11 years No

	c) 12-18 years
	[image: image65.wmf]c) 12-18 years Yes
	[image: image66.wmf]c) 12-18 years No


7. Please enter your postcode below so that we can understand which local area in Merton you are referring to. 

[image: image67.wmf]




8. Is there anything we can do to improve these facilities? 

[image: image68.wmf]




Additional comments
Top of Form

9. Please tell us if you have any other comments.

[image: image69.wmf]




About you*

*We will not use any of the personal information that you provide for anything other than contacting you about planning for the future of Merton
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10. What is your age group? 

[image: image70.wmf]18 or under
[image: image71.wmf]19 - 30
[image: image72.wmf]31 - 45
[image: image73.wmf]46 - 60
[image: image74.wmf]61+
11. What is your gender identity? 

[image: image75.wmf]Male 
[image: image76.wmf]Female
[image: image77.wmf]Other
[image: image78.wmf]Prefer not to say
12. Do you consider that you have a disability?
[image: image79.wmf]Yes
[image: image80.wmf]No
13. How would you describe yourself? 

[image: image81.wmf]White-English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern Irish/British
[image: image82.wmf]White-Irish
[image: image83.wmf]Gypsy or Irish Traveller
[image: image84.wmf]Asian or Asian British
[image: image85.wmf]Indian
[image: image86.wmf]Pakistani
[image: image87.wmf]Bangladeshi
[image: image88.wmf]Chinese
[image: image89.wmf]Mixed / multiple ethnic groups: White and Black Caribbean
[image: image90.wmf]Mixed / multiple ethnic groups: White and Black African
[image: image91.wmf]Mixed / multiple ethnic groups: White and Asian
[image: image92.wmf]Black or Black British
[image: image93.wmf]Caribbean
[image: image94.wmf]African
[image: image95.wmf]Arab
[image: image96.wmf]Any other ethnic group,
[image: image97.wmf]


14. Are submitting a representation on behalf of someone else? 

[image: image98.wmf]Yes
[image: image99.wmf]No
15. Your details w
Name [image: image100.wmf]


Address [image: image101.wmf]


Address 2 [image: image102.wmf]


City/Town [image: image103.wmf]


Postal Code [image: image104.wmf]


Country [image: image105.wmf]


Email Address 

Phone Number 

16. Clients address w
Your client’s name [image: image106.wmf]


Company (If applicable) [image: image107.wmf]


Address [image: image108.wmf]


Address 2 [image: image109.wmf]


City/Town [image: image110.wmf]


Postal Code [image: image111.wmf]


Country [image: image112.wmf]


Email Address 

Phone Number 

7. How did you hear about this consultation? Please select one or more

[image: image113.wmf]Email
[image: image114.wmf]Letter
[image: image115.wmf]Website
[image: image116.wmf]Newspaper
[image: image117.wmf]Other (please specify)
[image: image118.wmf]


18. Would you like to be contacted by us in the future about this consultation? 

[image: image119.wmf]Yes
[image: image120.wmf]No
Thank you for taking part in this survey.

Your responses will help shape the future of your borough.

For future information and future updates on the New Local Plan

www.merton.gov.uk/newlocalplan Bottom of Form
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