Edge Hill Area
Residents’ Association

SUBMISSION RE FUTURE WIMBLEDON MASTERPLAN
First, the Edge Hill Area Residents’ Association would like to congratulate Merton Council on
its forward thinking in setting out plans for the future development of Wimbledon town centre
over the next twenty years or more. We applaud plans for greening the area, providing more
open space and reducing street “clutter”. However, we would like to raise some issues which
we feel are not fully addressed.
Air pollution is an enormous issue in London now, with serious consequences for the health of
the population, leading to additional pressures on the NHS. We urge the Council to set out
clear policies for introducing strict controls to reduce air pollution, including enforcement
procedures. This needs to be done both for immediate, short-term actions and for long-term
planning.
It is our view that pedestrianisation of the Broadway, from the station to the T K Maxx
corner would bring many benefits. Air pollution would be reduced along this stretch of the town
centre, and a much more welcoming environment would be created for all users. A second
bridge over the railway would also ease air pollution by allowing traffic to avoid the bottle-neck
in the town centre.
The suggestion of high-rise blocks in the centre would not only be totally out of place, as they
would tower over a largely residential area, but they would also contribute to air pollution.
Given the existing nature of Wimbledon Town Centre, the so-called “mid-rise” buildings will
appear fairly high-rise, and to extend up to 14 storeys would overpower the existing area and
wipe out any chance of individuality – Wimbledon would become another Croydon. Also,
given the current trends in retailing vs on-line shopping, together with the obvious need to
encourage people where possible to work outside the centre of London, consideration should
be given to more versatile, lower-level building, which could be used for both retail and/or
smaller individual office/light industry purposes according to need. Having both workers and
retail outlets existing side by side would encourage more use of the retail elements and more
of a “community” feel to the area.
On the same subject Wimbledon currently lacks community spaces for use in a wide range of
activities. For instance, an enlarged library, with plenty of computer availability and space for
adult education. Appropriate provision is needed for local music and drama groups to
rehearse and perform, for community groups and local societies to meet, and for the Council
and other ‘official’ bodies to engage with the public on matters of public concern, e.g., public
consultations on key issues such as this Town Plan and Crossrail 2. Also, the plan speaks in
general terms of “the arts”, but this is an enormous opportunity to provide a “centre of
excellence” tending towards the musical and visual arts, and including a state-of-the-art
concert hall, which would not only be a great asset for residents but would bring great
prestige to Wimbledon, standing alongside the benefits gained by the association with world
class tennis. We would urge the Council to encourage (or better still, incentivise) the private
sector to invest in such a project.
This is a chance to promote plans for a real future for Wimbledon as a centre in its own right,
and an exemplar of good creative civic design, to be regarded by residents and users alike
with pride, not just in the short term but for generations to come. We strongly urge the Council
to promote the concept of a place with its own character, not to simply stuff it with expensive,
glitzy retail outlets and malls which, on the current showing, will probably be empty and
derelict within another decade.
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