STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

9 FEBRUARY 2012   (1915 to 2045)
PRESENT:

Mr David Crispin, Consultant

Group A 
P Kendrick 
S Sheikh
A King

M Freedman
Group B 
Hannah Fahey
Colin Powell
Group C
K Seamer
Rodney K Kreizman
Group D 
Councillor Laxmi Attwar
Councillor Suzanne Evans (for Cllr Miles Windsor)

Co-opted

Tahirish Danesh,
Officers 
Penny Garry (Business Support, CSF)

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (Agenda item 1) 
No declarations were made
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda item 2)
Mr M Freedman, W Doris, H Fahey

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 29 NOVEMBER 2011 (Agenda item 3) 

The minutes of the meeting held on 29 November were agreed.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING (Agenda item 4)
a) Election of Chair
S Sheikh Proposed P Kendrick

Seconded by A King.

b) Election of Vice-Chair
A King Proposed S Sheikh

Seconded by R Kreizman
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c) SACRE Draft Annual Report

The amendments had been made and the report was agreed.  David Crispin will send to NASACRE to publish on their website.  NASACRE still want these reports but are unsure what else to do with them other than publish them.  Colin Powell said it is useful to see other SACRE’s reports.

d) Ratification of Group A Name Change
It was agreed that the name should be “Christian, Other Faiths and Beliefs”
e) Update of LA Support for SACRE

Colin Powell had met with Jan Martin, Head of Education, LBM and extended the invitation for her to come to a SACRE meeting to discuss plans for the SME Strategy.  She had said it might be more appropriate for Kate Saksena, Head of School Quality & Standards to attend.  





REC TOOLKIT (Agenda item 5 ) 
An updated version of the document produced by Ofsted in 1995 was circulated.  This is primarily a tool that can be used by SACREs for self-evaluation.  David Crispin asked for comments and suggested that one section was discussed at each SACRE meeting i.e. Section 1 will be discussed at the next meeting on 29th May.

Saleem Sheikh commented that there was a lot of content in the document that SACRE members may not know very much about.

Peter Kendrick informed members that neither SACRE or the Agreed Syllabus had been mentioned in one of the recent Ofsted reports for secondary schools in the “good schools” part of the OFSTED website.
Some of the information could be included in the annual report.  

Colin Powell said that the work of SACRE and how it influences the work of the LA is missing.  There is a need for a two way process with SACREs and LAs as SACRE is charged with monitoring the RE curriculum.

Councillor Evans agreed that there is a need for greater interaction with the LA to achieve the areas for development (mentioned in the Toolkit) and to progress from “Established” to “Advanced”.

Section 4 – it was noted that Academies are “Ofsteded” relating to financial agreements, not the curriculum.

OFSTED SUBSIDIARY GUIDANCE (Agenda item 6)
An extract from the guidance for Inspectors was circulated. This had been sent out by Alan Brine, HMI for Ofsted.  

David Crispin explained that the new Chief Inspector had said that the new framework comes into effect in September.  Colin Powell informed members that there was to be another new framework.
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OFSTED SUBSIDIARY GUIDANCE (Agenda item 6)    Continued…
Inspectors will look at all four components of SMSC.  The guidance gives a useful list of definitions of the areas e.g. beliefs religious or otherwise, willingness to reflect, cultural diversity.

Kaye Seamer talked about her school’s inspection. The Lead Inspector had a degree in Theology and an RE background.  Her school is a very diverse school and the report had talked about attitudes, ethos, care and support.  It also highlighted strength of the curriculum and inclusion, welcome to all communities and that collective worship was multi-faith.  KS explained that currently no-one withdraws from RE teaching within the curriculum and only one family had expressed the wish to withdraw from collective worship if there was “instruction from the bible”.  KS explained that this does not happen anyway.

Colin Powell stated that three of their schools had been inspected under the new framework.  SMSC runs across the four judgements. The guidance is very clear for Inspectors.
Colin Powell said that when promoting an agreed syllabus it should have strong links to the Ofsted guidance

Action:  Request that LA emails the guidance extract to schools – David Crispin said he would check first if we would permitted to circulate it.

Mike Freedman was concerned that there was no emphasis on RE as a subject.  Rodney Kreizman agreed that the emphasis is on the core subjects such as Maths, English and Science.  Colin Powell agreed that RE is taught across courses and subject areas.  We might see a drop in grades from Outstanding under the new framework.

ISSUES FROM PRIMARY SUBJECT LEADERS’ MEETINGS (Agenda item 7)
DC had facilitated a meeting for Primary subject teachers on 8th February – attendance was 22 people (out of a possible 70).

Those attended raised the issue of School Plan for RE.  They felt that RE was being squeezed and does not always fit into the cross curriculum plans.  Merton’s syllabus is more prescriptive than Sutton’s.  David Crispin advised them to try and be more creative but that some elements may not be taught separately.

Mike Freedman said there should be suggestions for flexibility of topics within key stages.

Rumours are circulating about the national curriculum review meaning radical changes.  This is supposed to be coming out in the Autumn but won’t be implemented until 2013.
DC mentioned again there is an open invitation to the meeting on 16th May at 4pm at the Chaucer Centre, Canterbury Road, Morden.  
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Additional papers were circulated for reading – “Academies and RE” and “What’s Really Worth Knowing in RE”.

It was noted that panel’s email addresses were hidden on the electronic invites and communications.  PG explained that this was because there were some personal email addresses. The panel all agreed to their email addresses being visible in communications.

LBM Website Page for SACRE

PG had received notification that the website had been set up.  She passed around a print-off of what the page looked like.  Members felt that a draft should have been circulated to them to agree. There were several comments:

First Paragraph – 

Take out “There are rights of parents and teachers related to RE”.  

Change “principal religions” to “principal religions and beliefs”.

Second Paragraph – 

Reviewed every five “years” not “year”.

Third Paragraph (listing four groups) -
Change to:

…. made up of representatives from four groups:

· A    Christian, Other Faiths and Beliefs

· B    Church of England

· C    Teacher Associations

· D    Local Authority

And  co-opted members

Fourth Paragraph – 

Change “is separately dealt with” to “dealt with separately”

Finally, SACRE clerk (PG) will forward the Annual Report for 2010-11 and latest minutes to be added to the site. 
Attendance at SACRE

Saleem Sheikh and Audrey King will talk to the Hindu representative to encourage attendance.

It was felt that, apart from the formal invitation mentioned earlier, an agenda item should be included in the meetings to discuss and note any items requiring LBM input or action.
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS (Continued)

Confirmation of Funding for 2008 Agreed  Syllabus

Some funding was set aside when the syllabus was last revised to cover a limited amount of hard copies and CDs.
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS (Agenda item 8)

The next meeting is on Tuesday 29th May 2012: An agenda will be sent two weeks before, please advise the clerk (by email penny.garry@merton.gov.uk  or telephone 020 8545 3376) whether you will attending or to send apologies.

 Tuesday 29th May 2012,       Committee Rooms D/E, Civic Centre.
Clerk to arrange further meeting for Tuesday 9th October 2012.

