STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

9 OCTOBER 2012   (1915 to 2115)
PRESENT:

Mr David Crispin, Consultant

Group A 
P Kendrick 
M Freedman

W Doris

P Lom

Group B 
Colin Powell

Group C
None
Group D 
Councillor Laxmi Attwar
Co-opted
None
Officers 

Penny Garry (Business Support, CSF)

Item 1   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No declarations were made
Item 2   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
THIS MEETING WAS NON-QUORATE.

A King

Councillor Nick Draper

Councillor Miles Windsor

B Singh

R K Kreizman
N McManus

S Sheikh
Item 3   MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 29 MAY 2012 

The minutes of the meeting held on 29 May were agreed with the following amendments:

Page 2.       should read “non-statutory framework” not “known       With no obligation……
There was a request, and agreement, that the template for future minutes be changed to show item number showing on the left hand side.
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Item 4  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING 
a)   RE Primary Subject Leaders Meeting

There are no other subjects having these meetings.
22 teachers attended the October meeting 8 were from Merton schools
CP said that there was a question about other schools sharing their expertise with neighbouring schools.

b)  RE Toolkit follow-up
See Item 6.
c)   Any other syllabus matters
PK said that there are members of SACRE that no longer attend the meetings.  The Ahmadiyya Muslim representative never attends.   PG has regularly emailed but no response.  Acting Head of Priory is an Ahmadiyya Muslim and was very interested but is only in post temporarily
d)  Referral Matters from the LA
Asked about extraction of SMSC comments – KS was to forward two examples.  DC wrote to her last week and asked if there was any input from the LA.  DC will chase.
Item 5  RE COUNCIL UPDATES

The Council consists of 60 + groups which include Re professionals as well as representatives of religious groups in the UK.
RE Council News letter was sent out to SACRE members by email.  It was suggested members sign up directly to receive this in future.  

Para 4.  They have been working on the review.  DC talked through Phase 1.     Dr Janet Orchard has overall responsibility.  Mike Castelli (from Roehampton University is overseeing the working group.  DC will circulate any information relating to consultation.
Item  6     RE TOOLKIT DISCUSSION ON SECTION 1.

BD said he felt it would be useful to revisit this document and have it as an Agenda item.  This was agreed.  PG will add to agenda.

Subject inspections by Ofsted over the past three years in around 30 schools won’t be continued.  Ofsted LA Inspections in the past have looked at SACRES.  No subject inspections for RE any more
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Item 7      NASACRE UPDATES ON INITIATIVES
There is a conference taking place on Tuesday 6th November 9.45 in Harrow.  This is an excellent event – there will be RE representatives from SACRES in London and the South East.  PK asked for volunteers to attend to let him know by email.   The invitation will be sent out with these minutes.

SACRE newsletter recommended reading.  All party parliamentary group on RE details are in the newsletter.

Item 8    RE QUALITY MARK 
There are Gold, Silver and Bronze awards.  There was a pilot of 30 schools last year, none of which were in London.  There will be a second pilot phase this year.  They are looking for Assessors but no-one has enough information.  There were no references to the LA syllabus.
Schools will be charged around £450 to take part
Item 9   ANNUAL REPORT 2011/12 
The draft was looked at and some typographical errors corrected.  DC requested a Merton SACRE member to volunteer to write a small piece for inclusion in the report.

SACRE are still asking to be sent the annual reports to publish on their website.

CP said that Southwark Diocese do use them and look at the reports from all the authorities they work with.

Item 10    MATTERS FOR REFERRAL TO THE LA 
DC had not yet received two examples from Ofsted Inspections, where SMCS was mentioned, from KS as requested at the May meeting.
Item 11    DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting is on:    

Tuesday 5th February 2012,   Committee Rooms B/C, Civic Centre 

Agenda and any other relevant papers will be sent out two weeks before, please advise the clerk (by email penny.garry@merton.gov.uk  or telephone 020 8545 3376) whether you will attending or to send apologies.

NOTE:  A further meeting has been arranged for:

     11th June 2012   Venue: Committee Rooms  
